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THOUGHTS FOR TOILERS 


Gow excellent ia Thy loving kinduess © God! Therefore the children of men put 
their trust under the shadom of Chy wings.— Psalm ab: 7. 


Thanks for the gift of His only dear Son, 
Thanks for His goodness life’s journey to run, 
Thanks for the summer and winter between, 
Thanks for the autumn and spring evergreen, 
Thanks for the air and for winds and for sky, 
Thanks for the sun and the stars upon high, 
Thanks for the moon and for day and for 
night, 
Thank Him for dew and. for rain and for 
light. 
—GrorcE D. EMERSON. 


The source of the power of any spiritual 
movement is God, and the energies of God 
are released in answer to prayer. 

—JoHn R. Morr. 


———— 


“Those who live on the mountain have a 
longer day than those who live in the valley. 
Sometimes all we need to brighten our day is 
to rise a little higher.” 


“T would be true, for there are those who trust 
. me; 
I would be pure, for there are those who 
care } 
I would be strong, for there is much to suffer; 
I would be brave, for there is much to dare.” 


he work of the world, when penetrated by 
high ideals and guided by moral convictions, 
is a realm of true excellence and spiritual 
training. Business on a high level has pieties 
of its own that make valuable contributions to 
the religious life. 
—JosrpH Henry CROOKER. 


The more we know of ourselves, the more 
pitiful we shall be of others; the less likely to 
form rash and harsh judgments; the more 
sweet and tender in trying to make men better. 

—F,. B. MEvER. 


He who would lead us to satisfaction knows 
that the deepest satisfaction of the redeemed 
soul is found in the pathway of sacrifice, and 
not in the pathway of self-preservation. 

—CHARLES BROWN. 


God does answer prayer. No other verity of 
the Christian religion is more firmly establish- 
ed than this. Prayer is clearly a part of God’s 
plan for the salvation of the world. To ask 
why this is so is futile. To refuse to use this 
power until we have a satisfactory philosophy 
to explain it is an insult to our Lord and Sa- 
viour. ; 
—C. B. KEENLEYSIDE. 


All the arts are members of one family with 
common vibratile parentage, and having the 
same purpose, to interpret God to man. Each 
of them gives its special evidence to the crea- 
tive skill and unceasing benevolence of the 
Divine Artist, whose gracious provision they 
are.. 

—JoHN Harrincton Epwarps. 


“Fear not, we cannot fail; 

The vision will prevail. 

Truth is the oath of God, 

And sure and fast, through death and hell 
Holds onward to the last.” 


There is no place in this life, in my judg- 
ment, for a church that is simply a religious 
club with a lecture or two given on Sunday, a 
place where you get good preaching and not 
much else. You want fire, fire, the fire of 
the love of God, and the love of man. I 
don’t know of any better kindling wood for 
such a fire than mission work, both home and 
foreign. ‘There is no better. 

; —Epwarp B. Sturcsks. 


“The work which centuries might have done 
Must crowd the hour of setting sun.” 


Are we struggling in darkness for the light? 
That darkness is changed into the exaltation 
of victorious faith, as we are cleansed and 
quickened by the love of Christ and enabled 
to lift our faces to the vision of His dear face. 
Through Christ alone are all our bitternesses 
made sweet. 

—Epwarp ARTHUR WICKER. 


“Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 

Till all our strivings cease; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress 
And let our ordered lives confess 

The beauty of Thy peace.” 


O God, who art the unsearchable abyss of 
peace, the ineffable sea of love, the fountain 
of blessings, and the bestower of affection, who 
sendest peace to those that receive it, open to 
us this day the sea of Thy love, and water us 
with plenteous streams from the riches of. 
Thy grace. Make us children of quietness and 
heirs of peace. Enkindle in us the fire of Thy 
love, strengthen our weakness by Thy power; 
bind us closely to Thee and to each other in 
one firm and indissoluble bond of unity. 
Amen. 
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“Star of the East, the horizon adorning, Guide where our infant 
; Redevmer ia laid.” 


i  T 


CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS IN ROME. 
BY MARGARET E, PEARSON. 


(We are quite sure that our readers 
will be delighted to hear again from our 
occasional contributor, Mrs. Margaret E. 
Pearson, of Washington, D. C., who de- 
scribes with a graphic pen her experi- 
ences in Rome, about the time of the 
Christmas holidays——R. S..D.) 


At Ave Maria on December 10, the 
Novenas commence. They sound the 
tocsin of the great Christian festival. 
Since 1613, when they were originated 
as a form of worship by a Dominican 
monk, they have been a part of the regu- 
lar service in all Roman Catholic 
churches, and usher in the Christmas 
holidays. 

Christmas is not a gift season in Rome. 


No crowd in shops or streets marks it . 


as such. The precedent set by the Magi 
in bringing gifts. to the new-born Child, 
is not followed in Rome by the making 
of personal gifts. That custom is more 
properly reserved -for the eve of Epiph- 
any. It is then that the Italian child 
hangs his stocking, and the gift is not 
supposed to come ‘from the Christ-kind- 
chen, or from Santa Claus, but from an 
old witch-like woman called La Befana. 
She is not jolly and kind like our Santa 
Claus, but sombre and severe. Her ad- 
vent while desired is not an unmixed joy, 
for while her bounty extends to good 
children, she punishes the bad ones by 
filling their stockings with ashes, and 
stabbing and pricking their bodies. The 
occasion of her visit is celebrated some- 
what noisily and roughly on Epiphany 
eve at a sort of toy fair held in Piazza 
Navona. Fanciful booths gaily decor- 
ated and illuminated with lanterns are 
erected and all sorts of toys, horns, can- 
dies and trinkets are placed on sale. 
Masked processions, loudly heralded by 
drum and horn, and much rude play and 
laughter mark the occasion. 


Thursday night preceding Christmas 
the Cotta is celebrated. It is a festival 
peculiar to Rome, and it calls out im- 
mense crowds, both on business and 
amusement intent. It is a festa of the 
fish market. All creatures of the waters 
are gathered together to be sold at auc- 
tion during the night for the fast of 
Good Friday. People begin to gather 
in front of the market early in the even- 
ing. It is a laughing, jesting, singing, 
good-natured crowd. Many are on foot, 
mostly natives. Many are in little open 
Roman cabs, the forestiere, in goodly 
numbers. The light from gas jets in 
groups of torch-shaped burners, un- 
shielded from the wind, blow out here 
and there, and flame back again almost 
instantly, casting wierd and picturesque 
shadows on the old gray ruins opposite, 
on the gay sightseers and on those bur- 
dened with baskets or burdened with 
babies...” 

At midnight the doors swing promptly 
open and the crowd surges in. The floors 
are uncomfortably wet, but no one cares. 
Everything is clean. Inside the stalls 
every creature may be seen whose habi- 
tat is the water, except perhaps the whale 
or shark. The fish women and men are 
gaily dressed for the occasion, and give 
out much curious information. It has 
been said the Neapolitan eats everything 
out of the sea that comes into his net. 
The Roman is not far behind his south- 
ern brother in love of variety if what 
one sees at the Cotta is any proof. Here 
are all sizes, shapes and colors of sea- 
food. Fish from the-northern lakes and 
mountain streams, finny things from the 
Adriatic and denizens from the blue 
deeps of the Mediterranean, creatures 
long like snakes, globular like balls, flat’ 
like pancakes; things all eyes and 
mouths, and things with no visible eyes 
or mouths, giant crabs, vicious looking 
lobsters and other “horned beasts.” Gray 
things and green, blue and white, black 
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and coral, silver and gleaming gold lend 
a vivid coloring that an artist would not 
scorn to depict with his brush. There 
are no obnoxious smells, for the mer- 
chandise is not only fresh, but much of 
it is alive. 

The auction of the fish begins after the 


curiosity seeker drifts away, and is ex- 


citing enough to hold one until the doors 
close at dawn. 

The Cenone, a custom of Southern 
Italy, is also observed in Rome. 
an ancient festival of the lower classes, 
and is held on Christmas Eve. It is a 
fast-feast (if I may so designate it) 
whose object is a reunion of families in 
a spirit of devotion. It consists of a 
supper at which macaroni and fish are 
the principal dishes. No other is served 
into whose composition either meat, 
yolks of eggs, milk or butter enters. Be- 


cause of the Cenone, the streets are de- 
serted and dull on Christmas Eve. After 


lt as 


midnight in some sections noisy parades 
appear. z | 

The Pope no longer celebrates mass 
at midnight of Christmas Eve. Nor is 
St. Peter’s now the scene of splendid 
pageant and gorgeous ceremonial on 
Christmas Day, that it was in the past. 
Then the Holy Father, clad in the white 
pallia of his office, and wearing the triple 
crown, was borne aloft in the Papal 
chair with its mystic white feathers, 
above the heads of a brilliant assemblage 
—on the shoulders of men, dispensing 
blessings as he went to be deposited on 
the throne awaiting him, where he cele- 
brated the mass. Such spectacles are no 
part of the new Rome—capital of United 
Italy. Those who go now to the great 
patriarchal church of “St. Peter's; ane 
hope to see a splendid ecclesiastical pro- 
cession bearing the sacred custodia and 
other treasures of the church, with ban- 
ners streaming, incense rising and music 
ascending are doomed to disappointment. 


Tue BABE IN THE MANGER AT BETHLEHEM. 
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They find instead a service differing not 
at all from that of any other service in 
a Roman church. The Pope confines his 
ministrations to the Sistine chapel of the 
Vatican, where only the privileged few 
may attend. 

But midnight mass is still celebrated 
in several churches in Rome—notably in 
that of San Luigi dei Francesci, the na- 
tional French church, built by Catherine 
de Medici. So great is the demand for 
admission that tickets are issued weeks 
in advance for the mass. Somewhat of 
this desire is said to be due to the wish 
to see the lovely frescoes of Domeni- 
chino, possible in the brilliant illumina- 
tion, lost at other times in the gloom and 
darkness of the building. But at mid- 
night, when the bells of Rome ring out 
the hour the solemn mass begins. 

In the sixth century church of Ara 
Coeli, built on the site of a temple of 
Jove on the Capitoline Hill, the most in- 
teresting service of the season is held. 
From Christmas Eve until Twelfth 


night (the end of Epiphany) a presepio - 


is exhibited in one of the many side 
chapels of this ugly interesting old 
church. Presepio, which means manger, 
has come to be used to designate a repre- 
sentation of the Nativity. The scenario 
is superb. The stable and manger form 
a realistic interior, The life size figures 
have been made and dressed with artistic 
skill. Mary, the Mother, sits in the 
foreground, holding the Holy Child. 
Joseph stands near by. The Shepherds 
kneel. A beautiful perspective of green 
hills and sloping plains and palm trees 
is visible in the distance. The Star is 
bright in a blue sky. Above all hovers 
God, the Father, and the cherubim. The 
scene changes from day to day as 
Epiphany advances. The infant Christ 
in the Mother’s lap, is a wooden image, 
known as the Santissimo Bambino. Its 
creation is said to have been superna- 
tural. Legend says a pilgrim Franciscan 
Friar carved it from wood from the 
Mount of Olives. When exhausted by 
his labor he slept. St. Luke perfected 
his religious work by painting it—and 
possibly endowing it with the gift of 
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healing. Because of its miraculous pow- 
ers it is the object of much devotion, ap- 
peals from the sick, needy and seekers 
after luck. At Christmas he is pre- 
eminent. His rich swaddling robe is con- 
fined around his body with priceless 
gems. His coronet rivals a king’s in 
value. After high mass on Christmas 
‘Day, il Santo Bambino is carried in sol- 
emn procession to the front of the 
church. A great stairway of one hun- 
dred and twenty-four steps leads up 
from the square below. These and the 
great platform are filled with the wait- 
ing people. The celebrant, usually a 
high churchman, appears before them 
and elevates the image thrice—the 
crowd prostrates itself in adoration. The 
Bambino, having fulfilled his mission, 
is solemnly carried back and restored ° 
to the Virgin Mother. During all the 
Christmas festival, while the presepio is 
exhibited, little children specially trained, 
recite poems, dialogues and sermonettes 
in honor of the Bambino, on a little stage 
erected directly opposite the scene. 

The stairway where the throng now 
bows in adoration of the miraculous 
Bambino great Caesar once ascended on 
his knees to render thanks to Mighty 
Jove for his victories. At their base 
Rienzi was slain. And on the platform 
where priest now stands elevating the 
image of the Holy Child, Gibbon once 
stood and looking out over the magnifi- 
cent city conceived his history of the 
“Decline and Fall of the Roman Em- 
pire,” 3 

The Presepio at Santa Maria Mag- 
giore is most impressive. Here the 
Santa Culla, or cradle of the infant 
Christ is shown, with a bit of the hay 
from the sacred manger. It is here that 
the finest service is held on Christmas 
Day—very properly, too, since this great 
basilica was the first church in the 
Eternal City to be dedicated to the 
Virgin. At Christmas it is lavishly” 
decorated in scarlet and gold. One would 
think the glory of its forty great col- 
umns, its wonders of jasper and 
porphery and lapislazuli, the rich marble 
of its rich chapels, of which the noted 


The Outlook of Missions. d 


Borghese is one, needed no addition to 
their beauty. The gold of the ceiling 
(the first by the way ever brought from 
America, which has sent so much since) 
shines resplendent in the light of the 
thousands of candles and beggars the 
cloth of gold of the curtains suspended 
below. The high altar is superb in treas- 
ures brought from the sacristry, and the 
cardinal or “mitred” bishop who offici- 
ates, wears the costliest vestments in pos- 
session of the church. The Pope’s own 
choir sings the Christmas anthems—and 
the service is as impressive as it can be 
made amid an ever moving congregation 
intent on seeing rather than on hearing. 
The eighth day after Epiphany eve, 


St. Peter’s at Rome. 


the con-celebration of the Pontifical High 
Mass in the Greek Rite is held in the 
lovely comparatively modern church of 
Can Andrea della Valle. The liturgy 
used is the one introduced by St. John 
Chrysostomus, Patriarch of Constantino- 
ple. The celebrants, sometimes number- 
ing as many as twenty, are old men with 
silvery hair sweeping their shoulders, and 
long beards reaching to where their 
vests should be—and bearded middle- 
aged men, with solemn faces. In the 
varied vestments assumed during mass, 
with the embraces, salutations, genu- 


flexions and prostrations of the service, 
one was reminded of Abraham, and the 
others, at their rites at the ancient altars. 
The service was solemn and convincing, 
without a touch of that perfunctoriness 
so common in the service of the Roman 
church. Christmas holidays in Rome 
end with Epiphany.—The Pittsburgh 
FTESS. 
CHRISTMAS CAROL. 


A bright and blessed Christmas day 
With echoes of the angel’s song, 
And peace that cannot pass away 
And holy gladness calm and strong, 
And sweet heart carols flowing free! 
This is my Christmas wish to thee! 
3 —HAVERGAL. 


CAROL 
CHRISTIANS — 
CAROL 


rhs ‘3 


CHRISTMAS 
COMES 
AGAIN | 

OK 

ALLELUIA! 


AN OBJECT FOR CHRISTMAS GIVING. 


The Sunday School and Christian En- 
deavor Society of St. John’s Church, of 
Indianapolis, Ind., Rev. H. Vitz, pastor, 
has the honor thus far of contributing 
the largest amount—one hundred and 
twenty dollars—towards the Christian 
Endeavor Missionary residence for Rev. 
Elmer H. Zaugg, at Sendai, Japan. The 
fund amounts to over one thousand dol- 
lars, but this is only about one-fourth of 
what the lot and building will cost. The 
prices for land and building materials 
are constantly increasing in Japan, as 
they do in this country. 
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BOOKS WORTH READING. 


Elemental Forces in Home Missions. By lL. 

C. Barnes, D. D. 

Dr. Barnes is the field secretary of the 
Home Mission Society of the Baptist Church. 
He has had wide experience, both as a mis- 
sion worker and as a writer on mission 
themes. He is the chairman of the Commis- 
sion on Home Missions of the Federal Coun- 
cil, and also the chairman of the Neglected 
Fields’ Survey Committee of the Home Mis- 
sions’ Council. His book of 125 pages treats 
of six different subjects, as follows: Inter- 
national Ideals, Ethnic Migrations, Creative 
Pioneering, Social Justice, National Neighbor- 
hood, Co-operative Action. His purpose is to 
show how great forces in national life are 
begotten and what results they produce. He 
conceives of the work of Christianizing a new 
continent as “the most stupendous of evolu- 
tionary process.” The book is well worth 
reading. 


Human Progress Through Missions. By 

James L. Barron, D. D. 

Dr. Barton is the foreign secretary of the 
American Board. He is the author of a num- 
ber of missionary books. . This volume has 
brought together a number of previously pub- 
lished articles under the general title of “By- 
products of Missionary Work.” The book 
consists of twelve interesting chapters setting 
forth in clear and convincing fashion some of 
the many-sided products that spring from the 
work of missions. The missionary enterprise 
is not unrelated. It touches many phases and 
aspects of life. Many features of the world’s 
progress are due to the work of the missionary. 
It is enough to suggest a few appearing in 
this book: Explorations, Education, Industrial 
Advance, Commerce, Medicine, Co-operation 
and Unity. All of these are discussed in an 


interesting and informing manner. The book 
is a valuable contribution to our missionary 
literature. 


American Social and Religious Conditions. 

By Charles Stelzle. 

There is no better authority in this country 
to-day on the great problems that confront 
our nation than the author of this book. Its 
fourteen chapters deal with such basal ques- 
tions as the city, the nation, the church and 
the home. With the aid of the charts and 
diagrams, the reader will require no interpre- 
ter to grasp the meaning of the writer. His 
style is clear, and every page is transparent. 
As the dean of the Social Service during the 
Men and Religion Forward Movement, Dr. 
Stelzle had charge of the Economic Survey in 
seventy principal cities so that his informa- 
tion is at first hand. He claims that the peril 
of the new century is the destruction of the 
home life of the people. To those who desire 
an exhaustive treatise on the Religio-Social 
problem they will find in these 240 pages a 
mine of information. The book is cloth, 
12mo. Net $1.00. 


Outlines of Missionary History. By Alfred 

Dewitt Masson, D. D. 

It is a book of unusual interest by a min- 
ister of the Reformed Church in America. 
It is a history of Missions not in outline, but 
full of rich incidents and rare experiences of 
workers who were not afraid to offer 
their lives on the altar of the Gospel. Every 
phase of the missionary problem receives care- 
ful attention and the entire volume breathes 
the spirit of the writer who has always been 
known for his intense devotion to the cause of 
world-wide Missions. Anyone reading the 
book must catch his spirit, and be an ardent 
friend of Missions. 


Missionary Committees 


Missionary Discussion Groups 
Groups of Sunday School Officers and Teachers 


The Call of the World 


A NEW BOOK FOR MEWN 


Written by W. E. DOUGHTY, Educational Secretary 
Laymen’s Missionary Movement 


A Short Course of Study of World Conditions for Busy People 


JUST THE BOOK FOR 


Adult Bible Classes 
Brotherhoods 
en who are making Missionary Speeches 


Men who want a world outlook 


‘(The Call of the World’’ will be used as the text-book for the Simultaneous Every-Member 
Canvass Campaign of the Reformed Church. The book sells at 25 cents postpaid and can be 
secured from the Mission Study Department or Publication and Sunday School Board, Reformed 
Church Building, 15th and Race Sts., Philadelphia. 
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HOME MISSIONS 


CDITOR: 
REV. CHARLES E. SCHAEFFER, D. D., GENERAL SECRETARY 


“Gn give light in them that sit in Darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 


‘‘T SEND YOU GO YE.’’ 


Jesus, both by word and by example, 
teaches us that our life, like His, is to be 
one of service. We are not to live to be 
ministered unto, but to minister unto 
others. 


His work was to save men. Our work 
is to save men. “As the Father hath sent 
me, so send I you. Go ye.” 


In other words, He transfers His work 
to us. His work was finished on the day 
of His ascension, when He went back to 
the Father ; and ours began ten days later, 
at the founding of the Christian Church. 
(See Acts 2: 37-47.) 

This challenge, “I send you . . 
Go ye;” this challenge to spread the 
Church, to work for the salvation of all 
men, comes to us to-day with greater 
power than ever before. The word of 
God is louder and the providence of God 
is clearer. And it may truly be said also 
that the Church is awake to-day as never 
before. 


Why not awake? Has not God called? 
Have not men cried out for bread? Why 
shall not Christian hearts be wide open 
and Christian hands busy? 

Oh, -we who have been redeemed and 
renewed and made partakers of the di- 
vine nature, must not be cold and calcu- 
lating, narrow and selfish, worldly and 
indifferent, but we must have the mind 
of Christ and be merciful, full of com- 
passion and brotherly kindness, really in- 
terested in the souls of men, and working 
the saving works of Him who sent us. 

Our daily prayer, therefore, may well 
be that God will awake us from our slow- 
ness and dullness, and help us to see and 
do the larger things that call us, and so 
to glorify God in a faithful service. 


WORTH REPEATING. 


In our missionary paper the following 
paragraphs appeared about twenty-five 
years ago, and they are worth repeating. 

They are as true to-day as they were 
in 1887, when the printer set them, and 
illustrations of them are as painful to- 
day as then. The title was, “Live in 
Peace.” 

“Questions will arise and must be set- 
tled in missions as well as elsewhere, but 
success depends on a united mission. Di- 
vision and distraction are bad in a strong 
congregation, but worse in a weak one, 


‘more hurtful. 


“Anything will do for a trouble: the 
location, the building or the repairs of a 
church, the form of worship, jealousy in 
the choir, change of pastor, the payment 
of a debt, often an old or a new family 
quarrel—in fact, almost any question, im- 
portant or unimportant, may become the 
basis of a big fight, from which the holy 
ones above turn away their faces in 
wonder and pity. 

“But a mission cannot afford to divide 
on anything. A house divided—you 
know the rest. Try hard to come to- 


- gether with one mind and one heart; but 


if this is impossible, then cheerfully let 
the majority rule. This is American. 

“Live in peace. Do it for your own 
sakes, but also for the sake of your spir- 
itual mother, the Church. As you receive 
aid from her you should work together 
in harmony. The Church does not want 
to aid a fighting mission.” 


So may we live in constant childlike trust 
in Thee as to believe, though we behold it 
not, that the end of all things is divine, and 
to catch the music to which this world is set 
by Thee. 

—Crorcr DAWSON. 


aS 
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THE COST OF ADMINISTRATION. 


At a missionary meeting in one of our 
churches the following question was 
asked and answered: 

“What proportion of the money given 
for home missions is used for the ma- 
chinery of the Board?’ 

In other words, what is the cost of 
administration? How much of one dol- 
lar does it take to use that dollar in our 
home missionary work? 

The answer is, about seven cents, or, 
as we commonly say, about seven per 
cent. 

We get this answer by dividing the 
expenses of one year by the amount of 
money handled. ‘ 

For example, in 1911 the Board of 
Home Missions reported to the General 
Synod that in the three years previous it 
had received $421,376, and that the ex- 
penses of the Board for that time were 
$21,210 (including the salaries and trav- 
eling expenses of Superintendents and 


the cost of twelve meetings of the Board 


and its Executive Committee). 

Now, dividing the expenses by the in- 
come shows that the cost of handling 
that income was less than seven and a 
half per cent. for each year. 

It is easy to see that the cost of admin- 
istration depends almost entirely on the 
amount of money handled. 

If the income for three years had been 
half as much more, the expenses would 
not have been any more, and the cost of 
administration would have been five per 
cent. instead of seven. 

A merchant can do a business of 
$40,000 a year with about the same cost 
at which he can do a business of $30,000; 
and so the cost of administration depends 
largely on the income. 

It is only fair to say that a cost of 
seven per cent. in our Board of Home 


Missions should be considered very rea- 


sonable; but if the income were doubled 
the cost of handling it would probably 
be less than three per cent. 


Many years ago (likely the same fig- 


ures are approximately true to-day) the 
cost of administration in the American 
Board was three per cent. on its large 


income; in the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, seven per cent.; in the Presby- 
terian Church on $700,000, eight per 
cent.; and in the Dutch Reformed 
Church, ten per -cerit. . 

In all fairness, however, it must be 
added that in any such case much de- 
pends on how the calculation is made, 
that is, on what is included or excluded 
in moneys received and on expenses 
allowed. 

Some years ago one of our pastors 
made this calculation: “The Board of 
Home Missions received $44,000 for the 
payment of the missionaries, and the ex- 
penses of the year were $9000; therefore 
the cost of administration was over 
twenty per cent.” 

Very far from the truth, because he 
omitted the whole amount handled in the 
church-building treasury. 

Some years ago a gentleman made in- 
quiry of several large corporations, rail- 
way, manufacturing and mercantile, and 
he found that the average cost of admin- 
istration was nearly thirteen per cent. _ 
Of twenty leading life insurance compa- 
nies in the United States, only two had 
a cost less than twelve per cent. 

Perhaps in studying this question it 
may be well to ask your County Com- 
missioner how much it costs your county 
to collect the taxes and to administer its 
finances. ) 

At all events, in calculating the cost of 
administration in any Board of the 
Church, you must know, not only the 
yearly expenses, but also the whole sum 
handled in that year. 

HOME MISSIONS AND THE EVERY-MEM- 
BER CANVASS. 


The Executive Committee of the 
Board, at its meeting in October, heart- 
ily approved of the Simultaneous Every- 
Member Canvass which is to be made 
during the month of April, 1913. It had © 
already at a previous meeting adopted 
the Unified Plan of Missionary Educa- 
tion and Giving, and this contemplated 
canvass will but carry the Unified Plan 
into effect. The Board hails with enthu- 
siasm this forward step in connection 
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with its jubilee year. While the matter 
of Church-building Funds is the domi- 
nant note in our Forward Movement, 
the raising of the full apportionment is 
indispensable if the general work of the 
Board is to go forward without incur- 
ring a large indebtedness. If our people 
could be educated to give regularly, sys- 
tematically as the Lord has prospered 
them, there would be enough money in 
the treasury for all purposes. If the 
work of the Board is to reach out so as 
to include the territory in the Southwest 
and along the Pacific Coast, then there 
must be a decided increase in our gen- 
eral fund or else we will be hopelessly 
involved in debt, a thing which we must 
strenuously guard against. 

As long as only a fraction of our 
church membership is interested in, or 
giving to, the cause of missions, so long 
only meagre results can be expected. 
This every-member canvass seeks to en- 
list the active co-operation of every mem- 
ber in the church. It places individual, 
personal responsibility. It is a direct 
challenge and thus seeks to develop per- 
sonal religious life. Yes, the Board of 
Home Missions heartily endorses the 
canvass and urges every congregation to 
fall into line. 


HOME MISSIONS AND EVANGELISM, 


These two terms are so closely related 
to each other that it is difficult to draw 
the distinction. Home Missions means 
not simply the planting of new churches 
in our cities, in the frontier and else- 
where. It has particular reference to the 
vitalizing and energizing of the church 
already established. The greatest need 
of the hour is the quickening of the 
home church. This is the greatest mis- 
sionary problem. The evangelistic note 
must be more clearly sounded. Men and 
women must be won for Christ, souls 
must be reclaimed from among those 
who have drifted away. Many of our 
people have wandered away. By far the 
greatest number of loses in our member- 
ship is by “erasure of names.” Persons 
have grown indifferent to the church, 
they have forfeited their rights to mem- 


bership, have not communed, nor con- 
tributed, nor co-operated in the work of 
the church, and their names are dropped. 
During the past year 8,827 names were 
thus erased. During the three years, 
1908-1911, 22,464 names were dropped. 
In three years we have erased as many 
as we confirmed in two. At the present 
rate we will erase the entire membership 
of the Church in thirteen years! There 
is need for more earnest and consecrated 
effort along this line. Who is responsi- 
ble for these losses? The pastors? Then 
men of God bestir yourselves, throw 
your books of theology back upon their 
shelves, and go forth to reclaim your 
straying sheep. The members? Then 
awake and do your duty towards your 
fellowmen by winning them back into the 
fold. There are consistories who have 
erased from 40 to 50 names in one year. 
If the minister should hear that fifty of 
his people were never coming to his 
church he would doubtless become great- 
ly alarmed. But when they drop out 
one by one no attention is paid thereto 
and no alarm is sounded. Home Mis- 
sions implies a systematic effort to win 
and hold for Christ and His Church those 
who have strayed away and those who 
have always been out. 


GRACE REFORMED MISSION, DETROIT, 
MICH. 


BY REY. C. W. BRUGH. 
TESTIMONY. 

“T do not know of any other Sunday 
School where the Bible is taught as thor- 
oughly and earnestly as at Grace Sunday 
School, Detroit. I miss it all so much,” 
said a young man in a letter to the pas- 
tor from another State, who had a fair 
knowledge of Sunday Schools and had 
spent a year or more in ours. 

“T have gotten more good from our 
little church and Sunday School here 
than in all my life before,” said a mother 
about 36 years old who had gone to Sun- 
day School and church in another State 
from the time she was six years old. 

“All I am and all I ever shall be I owe 
to Grace Reformed Sunday School and 
Church and pastor,” said a young man 
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AFTER A SERVICE AT GRACE CHURCH, 
Detroit, MicH. 


who had been led to Christ in our work. 
He had returned on a visit after some 
years’ absence and was speaking to the 
School. 

Grace Reformed Sunday School is 
well organized. Has all departments 
from the Cradle Roll to the Home De- 
partment. The Graded Lessons are be- 
ing used with success in so far as they 
have been published. Plenty of Bibles 
are in readiness for the use of the pupils. 
It is really a Bible school. 

The writer doubts not but that in the 
minds of many in our Church there has 
been a feeling of mingled hope and doubt 
and question concerning the Detroit Mis- 
sion. Such a beautiful city, it was likely 
reasoned, must of necessity have attract- 
ed her share of Reformed people who 
will go into the mission at once and, 
therefore, it will be a quick work to es- 
tablish a strong Reformed Church. 

The reader will readily concede that 
the usefulness of a mission or a Church 
building and the character of the work 
to be done in connection with it are 
greatly modified by its location. Also 
that the material worked with determines 
the result of the efforts quite as much as 
does the workmanship of the laborers. 
This is quite true in our smaller cities, 
but it is true with a vengeance in our 


great cities. For instance, where “down 


| and out” people congregate may be the 
. place for a rescue mission, but will not 


likely be the best location for a Church 
to which is to be drawn the support of 
the better class of people as their regular 
place of worship. They will want a 
Church in keeping with their home sur- 
roundings and their conception of a suit- 
able Church to which to take their chil- 
dren habitually. 

The efforts of a mission should con- 
form to the local conditions and needs, 
so that the people it works with may be 
brought into the body of believers in 
Christ. This has always been the aim of 
Grace Reformed Mission. 


When challenged for this work the 
writer was informed by the Superintend- 
ent that this was tc be an experiment in 
mission work among the shops and fac- 
tories. We believe the results justify the 
effort and that a knowledge of the facts 
will remove the doubts and settle the 
questionings concerning the work. . 


PREVIEW. | 
Years ago speculators boomed the land 
in the section on the northeast of De- 
troit. A car line was built from the city 


‘more than three miles to North Detroit. 


Lots sold at a good price with each pur- 
chaser under the impression that some 
good day he could resell at a large gain. 
A village sprang up named Hamtramck 
(an Indian name). . Interested persons 
offered ground to the Rev. C. F. W. 
Hustedt (German). He undertook the 
project. But the panic of the nineties 
came on. Many people lost their money 
and moved away. The Church was not 
as prosperous as was expected, and serv- 
ices were discontinued. Rev. Hustedt 
granted its use for English services. 
About this time he called the attention 
of our Mission Board to the place as suit- 
able for a mission. 


The Mission. 


It was, I believe, iu the January meet- 
ing of 1896 the Board authorized the 
opening of a “mission in Detroit’ and 
bought the property above referred to. 
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The Rev. C. W. Brugh accepted the 
challenge for the field, and found on his 
arrival a little frame Church three- 
fourths of a mile east of Milwaukee 
‘Junction, in the vicinity of three rail- 
roads. Here was the village of Ham- 
tramck, with a few groceries, a P. O. in 
one of the groceries, a blacksmith shop, 
some large manufacturing plants and 
plenty of room for more, a goodly sprink- 
ling of small cottages, an abundance of 
“booze” and our little church property. 
There in Hamtramck township beyond 
the city limits of Detroit, but fitting snug- 
ly into the right angle formed by the 
city’s boundary, the work was begun. 
From the little church it was half a mile 
back to the city limits both to the south 
and to the west. 

The mission began its work with Sun- 
day School and preaching in the morn- 
ing and evening. Unfortunately, there 
were two factions. The one faction, 
Sunday School, joined with the mission, 
but the other faction moved to other 
quarters, and in a few years died out. 
But the strife of the two factions made 
our work more difficult. | 

Thirty-one persons were present at the 
first session of our Sunday School. The 
next April it reported 117. Now there 
are enrolled between 500 and 600 in all 
the departments. 


With the assistance of Dr. J. A. Pet- 
ers, President of the Mission Board, a 
congregation was organized September 
27, 1896, with nine members: two men, 
two boys, two widows and three wives. 
Since then 374 persons have united, but 
the present membership is only 159. 


In 1898 a brick Sunday School chapel! 
was erected to the south of the old build- 
ing, just inside of the city limits. The 
greater part of the people attending the 
services were from the city. The vil- 
lage had no sewerage, city water, nor fire 
protection, and but few poor sidewalks. 


Present Conditions. 


ec many manufacturing plants until ours 
has become the most important manufac- 
turing section of the city. Polish and 
other foreigners have settled in this sec- 
tion of the city in great numbers. Ham- 
tramck, which was incorporated as a vil- 
lage in 1901 and still remains independent 
of the city, has a population of about 
7000, with a great large Polish Catholic © 
Church. The city, and the village are: 
built solidly together. With all this 
growth the saloon has kept up a good 
lead in most instances. There is a good- 
ly sprinkling of English-speaking Prot- 
estant people here who should be minis- 
tered to. 


The statistics of the mission show its 
fluctuating character. 


Of the 374 received 60 per cent. had 
never been members of the Church be- 
fore; 24 per cent. were renewals, I5 per 
cent. came by letter and 18 per cent. re- 
ceived adult baptism. 

Almost 56 per cent. of those received 
have been lost; we gave as many letters 
as received; 22.72 per cent. of those re- 
ceived became “backsliders” and were 
erased because of indifference or worldli- 


ness. 


It is 16 years and five months since the | 


work began. The car line has been re- 
placed to North Detroit. The railroad 
facilities and cheap ground have attract- 


Rev. AnD Mrs. C. W. BrucH ANp Miss ANNA 
BRUGH. 
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“Rogie AND HintE”’—Detroit, MicH. 


Difficulties and Hindrances. 

There are not « few difficulties to con- 
front. This is not a good residence sec- 
tion. The railroads and shops bring their 
dirt and noise. The residences are fewer 
because crowded out by the shops and 
railroads occupying the space. The peo- 
ple are poor because only the poorer peo- 
ple will invest in such property either to 
buy or rent. Few own their homes, even 
though of moderate cost. The saloon 
adds its quota to the dirt of immorality 
and crime. Probably 95 per cent. of the 
men drink. .A few may stop with an 
occasional social glass, but most of them 
are habitual drinkers. Many of the 
women drink quite freely. The mission- 
ary and his wife know what it is to go 
into the home to protect the wife and 
children when the father has delirium 
tremens. The Police Department practi- 
cally admits the impossibility of enforc- 
ing the law. Some of the worst places 
in and about the city are to be found in 
this locality. 

Detroit is largely Roman Catholic. In 
the vicinity of our mission it is especially 
so because of the foreign population. 
Boys and girls quit school and go to 
work so soon as they can escape the law, 
doing it often by falsehood. 

It is hard to get Sunday School teach- 
ers in such a field. It is just as difficult 
‘to get competent Church officers and 
workers. Nearly all workers are of our 


own training or making from the mate- 
rial of the vicinity. All our Sunday 
School Superintendents never held the 
office before. Twenty-one different men 
have held office in Church, some of them 
both the office of Elder. and Deacon at 
different times, and some only the one or 
the other, but of these 21 only two ever 
held any Church office before coming into 
Grace Reformed Church, and these two 
were from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 


To finance the mission is not easy. The 
capitalist who invests his money in these 
railroads and shops can hardly be reach- 
ed. The men for the most part who earn 
good wages can live in better surround- 
ings. These two classes take their earn- 
ings out of the field. Those who live 
here pay heavy tribute to the saloon or 
the saloons would not stay. Money for 
Protestant Church work is scarce. 


You will pardon the writer for saying 
“we have done what we could with what 
we had in the best way we knew how.” 
We could not get much out of this field 
to provide a suitable equipment to work 
with. The people were neither interested 
nor able. We went to the Board and the 
bank, and before we had an equipment 


-suited to our work we had a debt of 


over $5000, most of which still remains. 
And this $5000 debt is a greater burden 
to this mission than $500,000 would need 
be to some of our wealthiest congrega- 
tions. Where are the officers and pastor 
who would enjoy the burden? A few 
$500 Building Funds as a gift to this 
mission would be refreshing. 


GRACE CHurRCH, Detroit, MIcH. 
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- Does it pay? Yes. To invade the 
haunts of sin and through the Gospel 
message set free as only Christ can, that 
pays wherever done. During these years 
hundreds and hundreds of boys and girls 
have been in our Sunday School. Some 
for only a short time, then they moved on, 
but in passing they got some help. Our 
catechetical class runs about ten months 
in the year. 

One Easter we received 22 boys and 
girls of school age. Three families fur- 
nished two each, and two fathers were 
dead, leaving 36 parents of these children 
living. Of these 36 parents three moth- 
ers and one father had been in the 
Church, one coming in the year before 
with her oldest son, and one father and 
mother came with their oldest son on 
this day. That made six of the parents 
members of our Church and left 30 out. 
Thus we are going into the homes and 
getting the children. But our statistics 
show that they have not all been chil- 
dren. Men and women come, too. We 
believe the Master’s seal of approval rests 
upon the work. 

Ease the financial burdens of the mis- 
sionaries. Give them an equipment to 
work with. Send them everywhere to 
preach the Gospel. 


SUGGESTIVE TOPICS. 


The following list may be found useful 
in selecting topics for addresses, papers 
or debates to be used in our missionary 
meetings. Each topic is very general, 
and you will get much out of it by trying 
to answer the many questions that may 
be asked: What, how, why, when, who, 
and so on. 

What the Bible says about missions. 

The whole Church a missionary so- 
ciety. 

What home missionary work has done 
for our country. 

Our young people and missions. 

The church papers and missions. 

Woman’s organized work. 

Mission study classes. 


Our work among the Winnebago In- 
dians. | 

Indian training schools. 

Missions in the great West. 

Our Harbor mission in New York. 

Missionary work in Mexico. 

Work among colored people. 

Missionary work done by other 
Churches. 

Borrowing money to do missionary 
work. 

Missions in the South. 

How to earn missionary money. 

What is a good missionary program? 

How our work is done through Boards. 

Our Church-building Funds. 

Whose work is the Board of Home 
Missions doing? 

Remember the work of missions by 
will. 

Missionary Day in the Sunday-school. 

How our missionary societies, congre- 
gational, classical and synodical, help to 
interest and develop our people. 

- What the Board of Home Missions of 
General Synod has done since its organ- 
ization in 1863. 

The Board of Home Missions preced- 
ing 1863. 

The reader will note that one topic 
given will suggest another not given. 
Your own reading, and especially your 
own thinking, will bring to mind just. 
such topics as you can use to best advan- 
tage. 

After the above was written a friend 
handed in the following questions, which 
are suggestive, and which may be the 
basis of a missionary examination (the 
Almanac answering some of them) : 

How many Boards of Home Missions 
have we? | 

Who are the officers of these? 

Where may we look for their yearly 
reports? 

Who elects these men? 

What is meant by “the apportion- 
ment ?” 

Who sends it down to the people? 

How much of each dollar given does 
it take to use that dollar? 

What is “The Laymen’s Missionary 
Movement ?” : 
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Should a Christian tithe his income? 

What anniversaries will we celebrate 
in 1913? 

What is a Church-building Fund? 

Why does the Board of Home Mis- 
sions ask for one thousand more such 
Funds by the end of 1913? 


SYNODICAL SURVEY. 


SUPERINTENDENT J. C. HORNING. 

The recent meeting of the Interior Sy- 
nod marked the completion of the twen- 
ty-fifth year of this organization in this 
missionary territory of the great and 
growing West. We can look back with 
some satisfaction and encouragement at 
the progress that has been made. Dur- 
ing these twenty-five years the member- 
ship has increased 65 per cent., or about 
24% per cent. per year. The Sunday 
Schools have made an increase of 100 
per cent, and there has been a gain in 
benevolent contributions of 200 per cent. 
While we could all wish that we could 
have made a larger showing, yet this in- 
crease indicates a healthy growth, and 
gives us ground for larger hope in the 
years that are to come. 

This Silver Jubilee meeting showed 
that our charges are more fully provided 
with pastors than has been for some 
years. It is generally remarked that the 
body of pastors reaches a higher average 
in ability and efficiency than had perhaps 
ever been reached by the Synod. A mind 
to the work was a manifest characteristic 
and a determination to do that work was 
evidenced on all sides. The men have 
caught the spirit of this vigorous, pro- 
gressive West. This in our missionary 
Synod promises larger things. 

Uppermost is the cause of missions, 
and the call for advance finds a hearty 
response. In the Forward Movement of 
the Home Mission Board this Synod 
leads. Ten of the one thousand Build- 
ing Funds apportioned to this Synod 
have already been raised or pledged. 
Synod decided to celebrate this Silver Ju- 
bilee by raising a fund. The Missionary 
Brotherhood of Synod, consisting of the 
elders and pastors, pledged another fund. 
And the pastor at this meeting pledged 


$300 of a Minister’s Fund. This with 
eight already pledged or paid by individ- 


uals, congregation or classis brings our 


number to eleven, one above the appor- 
tioned number and one whole year to 


_goon. May not the record of this Synod 


be a challenge to other synods to come up 
to the standard. 

Since this meeting the Oskaloosa Mis- 
sion has determined to raise a gift fund 
to be applied on their debt, as others will 
do. We have knowledge of two other 
funds from individuals that are assured, 
and others in process. From the pres- 
ent prospects we will double our appor- 
tioned number. 

Education has always challenged the 
attention of our Synod. A careful con- 
sideration of this fundamental need is 
working toward a tangible solution of 
this problem; for it is becoming more 
and more urgent that we train pastors 
to the manor born. This will give 
strength and stamina as well as force and 
resource to our missionary advance in 
this promising West. 


AFTER HOME MISSION WEEK—WHAT? 


Is the movement to stop with the ob- 
servance of one week? By no means. 
It is a process which should go on more 
or less intensely all the year round. Am- 
erican social and religious problems do 
not come to their culmination only one 
week in the fifty-two. They are with us 
all the time, and press every day. At- 
tention has been concertedly directed to 
them. The attention should not be di- 
verted ever. Lest the attention flag sup- 
pose a new “concert” be planned for next 
fall. Why should not Home Mission 
Week become an annual institution? It 
might well be as regular and inevitable 
as Thanksgiving Day for which it should 
peculiarly prepare. It might well mark 
the climax of each local parish’s fall 
shaking of itself and its forces together. 
It should bring every national problem 
close home to each church and each in- 
dividual, and lodge it definitely there that 
each should feel permanently at home 
with it. There is no waste involved. No 
elaborate machinery will be needed. 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


EKXDITOR 
REV. ALLEN R. BARTHOLOMEW, D. D., SECRETARY 


“A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Jaravl.” 


DAY DAWN OF THE HEART. 


*Tis not enough that Christ was born 

Beneath the star that shone, 

And earth was set that morn 

Within a golden zone. 

He must be born within the heart 

Before He finds His throne. 

And brings the day of love and good, 

The reign of Christ-like brotherhood. 
} —Mary T. LatTHRop. 


CHRISTMAS JOY. 


The universal joy of Christmas is cer- 
tainly wonderful. We ring the bells 
when princes are born, or toll a mourn- 
ful dirge when great men pass away. 
Nations have their red-letter days, their 
carnivals, their festivals, but once in the 
year, and only once, the whole world 
stands still to celebrate the advent of a 
life. Only Jesus of Nazareth claims the 
world-wide, undying remembrance. You 
cannot cut Christmas out of the calendar, 
nor out of the heart of the world.— 
ANON. 


THE REAL CHRISTMAS SPIRIT. 


There can be no real love for God or 
man until it will express itself to both 
God and man. The final test of a Chris- 
tian life is not only the worship of God, 
but also the love of man for man. When 
love embraces man it will adore God. In 
the adoration of the Magi, we see the 
spirit of giving. They brought with 
them their gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. It was wisdom, royalty and 
strength bowing in the presence of the 
Christ-child. These came to worship 
and to adore. 

It is this spirit that should pervade 
our giving on Christmas. Small indeed 
may be the gift we have to offer, but if it 


be accompanied with a heart of love there 
will be joy in the heart of the recipient. 
Remember the sick and sad, the poor 
and the friendless, and see to it that you 
send a thrill of joy and peace to some 
heart outside of your own home and 
congregation. Then you will know the 
real Christmas spirit. 


THE BLESSINGS OF HIS ADVENT. 


RICHES. 

The coming of Christ has meant a new 
world for the poor. Their lot is still a 
sad one, but it was infinitely sadder be- 
fore He came. Now they have comforts 
unimagined in ancient times. Now no 
one need die of starvation in Christian 
lands. Now an ever-increasing body of 
earnest men and women are seeking to 
abolish poverty altogether. All are to be 
comfortable, and riches will be universal, 
when Christ’s kingdom comes fully. 


HEALTH. 

Hospitals are unknown in pagan lands. 
The sick are cast out to die, especially if 
they are old. If there are doctors, their 
medicine is a horrible concoction, doing 
nothing but harm, and their superstitious. 
rites are abominable. Dirt and inde- 
scribable impurities are everywhere in 
heathen countries. Diseases born of 
filth kill their millions there. Christ, the 
good Physician, has established hospi- 
tals, built up sanitation, inspired a desire 
for cleanliness, taught us to care for the 
body, which is the temple of His Holy 
Spirit. 

SAFETY. 


Christ has brought safety to earth. 
Nations that have not Christ are in con- 
stant fear. They fear the demons of the 
air. They fear their irresponsible rulers. 


17 


18 The Outlook of Missions. 


They fear the cruel priests. They fear 
the tax-gatherer. They are suspicious of 
one another. Property is not safe, nor 
honor, nor life. Christ alone has made 
life safe to His children. 

CHEER. 

Christ has brought sunshine to earth. 
Lands without Him are cheerless and 
sad. Picture a world without sunshine 
for only a season—the streams all frozen, 
trees leafless, grass ice-bound, fields bare, 
no flowers, no grain, no fruit. That is 
the world without the Sun of Righteous- 
ness. 


MISSIONS. 


On one of the Fiji islands the stone 
against which the savages used to dash 
the bodies of the victims of their canni- 
bal feasts has been placed in the church 
as a baptismal font. Family worship is 
almost universal in the island, and so far 
are they from killing and eating strangers 
that they give several thousand dollars a 
year out of their poverty to send the gos- 
pel to those who do not know it. Mis- 
sions, with all the wonderful transforma- 
tions which they have wrought, are 
among the blessings brought by Christ to 
the world—The Christian Endeavor 
W orld. 
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BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM IN SWEDEN. 


The receipts for Foreign Missions dur- 
ing 1912 are largely in excess of any pre- 
vious year. At this writing they amount 
to $119,000. To close the year on De- 
cember 31st, without a deficit, the Board 
of Foreign Missions should receive, 
at least, twenty thousand dollars during 
this month. This is not a large amount, 
and it can be made up if our pastors and 
people will lend a helping hand. It will 
be a special encouragement if the con- 
gregations who have paid nothing on 
their apportionment will promptly remit 
a portion before the New Year. But to 
attain the coveted prize—the ending of 
the fiscal year without a shortage—it will 
also be necessary for individual mem- 
bers to send their liberal gifts. Why 
should we not remember the heathen— 
those destitute of the knowledge of the 
heavenly Father—on Christmas Day with 
a worthy offering? They are God’s poor 
in soul, and we may well include them in 
the offerings of our love. 


There are many beautiful customs in 
the world on Christmas Day. One of 
the prettiest is in vogue in Sweden. At 
every farmer’s house, in the middle of 
the doorway is a pole, to the top of 
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CHINESE DRUG 
SHOP 


at Ichang, 
Hupeh Province. 


There is great need for 
medical work in Cnris- 
tian Hospitals. 


Remember Our Church 
Hospitals, Yochow and 
Shenchowfu. 


CHINESE Druc SHor at IcHANG, HUPEH. 


which is bound a full sheaf of grain. 
That, we are told, is for the little wild 
birds, for the good farmers say, “They 
must have a Merry Christmas, too.” 
What a beautiful thought! Not a peas- 
ant in Sweden will sit down with his 
children to a Christmas dinner, indoors, 
till he has first spread aloft a Christmas 
dinner for the little birds that live in the 
cold and snow without. | 

Can we not do as much for the poor 
children in Japan, China, India and 
Africa who are without the warmth of 
the Saviour’s love in their hearts? Let 
us share the bread of life with the starv- 
ing heathen on Christmas as do the good 
people of Sweden their sheaves of grain 
with the birds. 


THE DANGER OF DELAY. 


Cervantes said: “By the street of by 
and by one arrives at the house of nev- 
er.’ Our ideas, our visions, our im- 
pulses, our resolves come to us fresh 
every day, but, alas, we too often put 
them off-until to-morrow, and the result 
is, the ideas escape, the visions fade, the 
impulses chill, the resolves cool. How 
much harder it is to do the work which 
has been put off! oa 

To-day we should carry out the good 
intentions of the day. A letter to a 


friend, a visit to the sick, a gift to mis- 
sions, how much easier it is to do these 
things when we think of them than to 
delay them until we come to regard them 
as drudgery. Jesus found a delight in 
doing the will of His Father because He 
was never known to delay. “My meat 
is to do the will of Him that sent me.” 
“T must work while it is day.” 

Let us shun the habit of delay. If 
we have a purpose in life let us perform: 
it. Where the Lord leads, it is our duty 
to follow right away. What He asks of 
us, we do well to render unto Him 
promptly. Now is the convenient time. 
To-day is the day of salvation. 


LIVE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


In St. Matthew’s Mission at Enola, Pa., 
there is the active Noill Missionary So- 
ciety. At a recent meeting twenty-two 


~ new members were received. There are 


a number of OUTLOOK oF Missions’ sub- 
scribers. The Missionary Hymnal is also 
used. 


Who can be insensible to the outpour- 
ing of good feeling and the honest inter- 
change of affectionate attachment, which 
abound at this season of the year?— 
Dickens. | 


———— a iii. 
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THE WORK OF WOMEN IN MISSIONS. 


Woman has always been a most active 
worker in the spread of the Gospel 
throughout the world. There is no place 
where her influence is felt to better ad- 
vantage than in the Church. Artists of 
every age select the Madonna for their 
best paintings. It is the Virgin Mother 
with the Infant Jesus of whom we love 
to think in this Advent season. No home 
would seem to be complete without this 
picture on the wall. And as our thoughts 
revert to Mary and the Holy Child, in 
the days of Herod the Great, we are 
passing a host of noble women whose 
lives have since been a benediction to 
mankind. 

What a throng of the Lord’s hand- 
maidens in our own Church press them- 
selves forward in the memory as one re- 
_ views even the small span of twenty-five 
years! How the women in our denomi- 
nation have come to be co-workers with 
the men in winning souls for Christ. At 
first, the organized effort of women was 
not received with much favor. The con- 
dition of affairs in this respect can best 
be told by quoting a passage from the 
address of the president at the meeting 
held in Lebanon, Pa., in 1890. She said: 
“The women began their work under 
many discouragements. We had no ex- 
perience, no precedent, and truth com- 
pels me to say, we often felt that we had 
very little encouragement.” | 

Many of the women who were lead- 
ers in the early beginnings of the Wo- 
man’s Missionary Society have gone 
from the toils of earth to their rest in 
heaven. Among those remaining, we can 
recall none who did more with pen and 
voice than Mrs. S. B. Yockey, of Xenia, 
Ohio. She was a flame of fire, and lit- 
erally set on fire with her enthusiasm for 
missions a noble band of women, and not 
a few men, whose zeal and devotion are 
still with us. 


THE OvuTLook oF Missions devotes a 
number of pages in the December num- 
ber to the splendid work done by the 
Woman’s Missionary Society of the Ohio 
Synod during a period of a quarter of 
acentury. As secretary of the Board of 


Foreign Missions, and on behalf of its 
members, I desire to extend hearty con- 
gratulations! May the golden anniver- 
sary find the society strong and flourish- 
ing in the courts of our God. 


THE VISION OF OUR CHURCH IN 1913. 


What is it? An effort in April, 1913, 
to see every member in every congrega- 
tion in our Church, and to get the prom- 
ise of an offering every week for the 
support of the work of Missions at home 
and abroad. Such a vision may well 
challenge the faith and devotion of all 
our pastors and people. That its realiza- 
tion is possible no one can doubt who 
possesses the courage to attempt it. What 
has been done can be done. There are 
scores of our congregations that have 
had the every-member canvass, and their 
pastors are loud in praise of it. The peo- 
ple all see its benefits. 

Let us regard this Simultaneous Ev- 
ery-Member Canvass Campaign as a de- 
sirable thing. It will widen our horizon 
and stimulate our liberality. Let us en- 
courage one another in this united ef- 
fort. Its success will depend upon the 
active co-operation of all the people. In 
union there is strength, and in strength 
there is victory. Let us remember—this 
is the Father’s business. We are sent by 
Him to reach His children, to tell them 
of His need for them and for their help, 
and of their need and help for Him. 


THE NATO SELLER OF SENDAI. 


MARY E, GERHARD. 

Every morning I used to meet her as 
I walked downtown on my way to school 
in the Japanese city of Sendai. If I left 
our house, as I usually did, at just quar- 
ter past seven, I was almost sure to pass 
her on Second street, where the cluster 
of tall evergreens behind the white stone 
wall marks the house of the provincial 
governor. Before she came in sight I 
could hear the long drawn-out, high-- 
pitched, weird cry: 

“Na-to, Na-a-a-to-o, Na-a-a-to!” 

Then when I looked down the street 
there presently appeared the owner of 
the voice,—a little old woman, with dull 
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grey hair, tightly drawn back from her 
wrinkled forehead; her complexion 
faded, her eyes tired and sad, her form 
bent and bowed like a gnarled and twist- 
ed tree. 


On her back, with the long narrow 
handle over her shoulder, she carried the 
bamboo basket containing that Japanese 
delicacy called Na-to, prepared from 
beans. People like to eat this bean food 
with their breakfast, so every morning 
the Na-to seller comes up the street, cry- 
ing her wares, and stopping wherever 
she hears the sound of an answering 
voice, and the noise of opening doors, as 
some one pushes back the sliding paper 
screens of the kitchen entrance. 

Poor little old woman! The peasants 
of Japan age very early, for they work 


very hard, many hours a day on scanty » 


fare. Perhaps she was once young and 
straight and pretty as Japanese country 
girls often are. But probably her work 
was planting and tending the rice, stoop- 
ing over all day in the muddy “paddy- 
fields,” with the hot sun beating upon 
her. 

Patiently she transplanted the tender 
stalks, one after another, from early 
dawn until dark, in the unshaded field, 
and now after many years, no wonder 
she is so aged and bent, her skin so 
faded and wrinkled. When the rice did 
not need her care, there were the beans 
to weed and tend. And mother’s back 
was the best place in the world for baby 
to be carried, even though the back was 
aching wearily over the day’s tasks. But 
now she is too old to plant rice and beans, 
and the babies are grown up and gone 
away. The scanty living on the little 
farm did not permit her to lay anything 
up for old age, so she ha: come to the 
big city, and rented a tiny room, where 
every day she cooks the beans into a 
paste and makes the Na-to. Morning 
after morning, if you walk down Second 
street, you may meet her in kimono of 
faded blue, and clicking wooden sandals, 
with the old bamboo basket on her back; 
and after she has passed you may still 
hear the echo of her strange cry,— 

“Na-to, Na-a-a-to-o, Na-a-a-to-o-o!” 


IS JESUS BORN IN YOU? 


Standing as it were astonished in the 
midst of this gaiety of yours, will you 
tell—what it is all about? | 

Your little children would answer, 
doubtless, fearlessly, ‘“Because the Christ 
Child was born to-day;”’ but you, wiser 
than your children, it may be—at least 
should be—are you also sure that He 
was?—JOHN RUSKIN. 


THIS MEANS YOU. 
THE TASK OF THE REFORMED CHURCH. 


Until Foreign Mission Day, February 
9th, 1913, the Board of Foreign Missions 
invites the entire membership of the 
Reformed Church to study China, the 
greatest mission field in the world. 

Let pastors, superintendents and other 
leaders plan to bring the great living 
facts of our Church’s wonderful oppor- 
tunity in China to the eye and ear of 
every man and woman, and every boy 
and girl in all our congregations. 

If this is done, the twenty-five thou- 
sand dollar Foreign Mission Day offering 
for our China Mission will be assured. 
This will help to greatly reinforce both 
our Yochow and Shenchowfu Stations. 
THE WHOLE CHURCH STUDYING CHINA. 

In the local church for study we rec- 
ommend to the men “The Call of the 
World,” by W. E. Doughty; women, 
“China’s New Day,” by Isaac T. Head- 
land; young people, “The Uplift of 
China,” by Arthur H. Smith; boys, “The 
Black Bearded Barbarian,” by Marian 
Keith; girls, “Under Marching Orders,” 
by Ethel D. Hubbard; mission bands, “A 
Trip to China,” by Rebecca I. Hughes. — 

LIVINGSTONE CENTENNIAL. 

That our Church may profit by the 
celebration of the Livingstone Centen- 
nial next March, the Board of Foreign 
Missions also urges the study of “Day- 
break in the Dark Continent,” by Wil-, 
son S. Naylor, the reading of a life of 
Livingstone, and the use of the splendid 
service, “The Message of Light,” by all 
our Sunday Schools. 

Our GOAL IN ForErcn Missions. 

The evangelization of ten millions of 
souls in the non-Christian world. To/at- 


22 The Outlook of Missions. 


NIBANCHO CHURCH AT SENDAI, JAPAN, 
DECORATED FOR CHRISTMAS, 


tain this goal we need to increase the 
annual offerings for Foreign Missions 
to one million dollars. For the support 
of our immediate work we need two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars annually. 


1913—OurR JUBILEE YEAR. 

The year 1913 signalizes the follow- 

ing great anniversaries: 350th of the 
Heidelberg Catechism, 75th of the Board 
of Foreign Missions, 50th of the Organ- 
ization of General Synod, 50th of the 
Board of Home Missions, 50th of the 
Sunday School Board. 
.. As an expression of gratitude to God, 
the Church-wide campaign of definite 
Christian service and systematic giving 
for benevolence should result in the 
Simultaneous Every-Member Canvass in 
1913. The Missionary Discussion Group 
for men or a Mission Study Class in 
every congregation will be a great aid to 
this accomplishment. Will you help by 
prayer and study? 


_ CORRESPONDENCE. 


: If you desire any information with 


regard to the above plans, kindly write 
to the Mission Study Department, Re- 
formed Church Building, Fifteenth and 
Race streets, Philadelphia. 


A STIRRING MESSAGE BY 
AN EARNEST MINISTER 
TO HIS LIBERAL 
CONGREGATION. 
REV. A. C. THOMPSON. 

Eight years ago Rev. Wil- 
liam Kelly, M. D., formerly 
of the Cumberland Presby- 
terian Church, became a 
member of our mission force 
in China.. His heart was 
given to the founding of a 
mission in Shenchow, strate- 
gically located in the heart 
of the densely populated 
province of Hunan. He. 
brought with him a property 
worth $4,000 in gold—one 
of the finest mission proper- 
ties in China. Besides this, 
the half of an indemnity 
fund paid by China to the 
British Government for the cruel 
murder of two China Inland missionaries 
laboring in the district. . It had been 
falsely reported by the Chinese that they 
had poisoned one of the springs. Un- 
protected by the officials, they fell under 
the fury of the mob. When Doctor Kel- 
ly and his wife took up the work there, 
$25,000 were paid over to the mission 
for investment in Shenchow in a mission 
plant on condition that two monuments 
be erected to the martyred missionaries. 
Learning of this, the officials contributed 
a portion of a larger and better located 
compound for the mission station, show- 
ing their favor and appreciation. 


Since the mission came under the con- 
trol of our Mission Board, only a few 
thousand dollars have been contributed 
by us to the station, the rest of the money 
has come from the indemnity fund and 
the personal gifts of Doctor Kelly. 


4 * 


The property now in hand is as fol- 
lows: six and one-half acres of land com- 
prising compound, four buildings com- 
prising Men’s Hospital, Women’s Hospi- 
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tal, Boy’s School, Girl’s School, $25,000 ; 
evangelist’s residence, $2,000; doctor's 
residence, $3,000; church, $3,500; hospi- 
tal outfit, $2,000; guest room and gate- 
house, $85; safe, $115; total, $35,700. 

How has the Reformed Church util- 
ized this opportunity? In comparison 
with the material equipment, the work- 
ing force has been most meagre. At no 
time has the station been fully manned. 
Equipment of the hospital was delayed 
for a long time. Needed helpers in sev- 
eral departments were tardily sent. The 
hospital needed to be closed for a long 
time. The Boys’ School for lack of re- 
inforcements closed, and Mr. Beck went 
to Yochow to help in the Boys’ School 
there. The Girls’ School and the evan- 
gelistic work were kept alive through he- 
roic efforts of those who remained, lab- 
oring against heavy odds. Following 
this, came the Chinese uprising when the 
missionaries were ordered to flee to a 
place of safety. 

This is the point to which my brother, 
Dr. L. R. Thompson, had been elected, 
after’ full preparation on his part, to 
serve as a medical missionary. But the 
Church did not provide money to send 
him. Now a solution of the problem is 
presented in the proposal of our mission- 
aries in China, to abandon the station at 
_Shenchow and concentrate our forces at 
Yochow. 


THE 


CHAPEL AT YocHow, CHINA, DECORATED FOR CFRISTMAS. 


For the Reformed Church to give up 
the Shenchow station at this time would 
be a blow to our mission work almost 
deadening. It would slay the enthusiasm 
of the body of the Church and produce 
a condition from which we would not re- 
cover for years. Our Mission Board has 
a vision of the field and its needs, and 
hears the louder than Macedonian call to 
give help. If the body of the Church 
membership will not come up to the help 
of the Lord in the carrying on of His 
work, the uppermost purpose in Christ’s 
coming into the world must fail in the 
hearts of Christians. Can it be that God 
regards the quality of the devotion and 
sacrifice of Reformed Christianity of not 
such quality as to be worthy of trans- 
planting into the hearts of the Chinese, 
and will take away this work and give 
it to others worthier than we are? 

The abandonment of Shenchow would 
be a discouraging blow to our mission- 
aries. Their suggestion has not come as 
the decision of Christian statesmanship, 
but in the desperation of those who face 
defeat because reinforcements have not 
arrived. The cry for retrenchment on 
the part of the home church is fatal to 
the spirit of the man on the field. He 
has left home and friends in the interest 
of a great cause and needs the prayers 
and sympathy of the entire Church he 
represents. He sees the opportunity for 
the saving of great multi- 
tudes for God. The Church 
at home refuses to help 
and men withhold financial 
support. He cannot but be 
disheartened. He knows, 
too, that when giving re- 
cedes, prayer ceases. 

It would be a blow to 
prospective missionaries. 
Our Church has been lag- 
gard in the matter of pro- 
viding missionaries. Par- 
ents give their children to 
many positions and busi- 
ness here, but the King’s 
business lacks recruits. It 
was necessary to man our 
stations—after — repeated 


Hy 


24 : The Outlook of Missions. 


challenges sent to our home church—with 
persons from other denominations. The 
Student Volunteer Movement is enlisting 
the men and women of our colleges. At 
the World’s Missionary Conference in 
Edinburg, 1910, it was said by a secre- 
tary of this movement in England, “It is 
a very serious thing for any missionary 
society to show any signs of retrench- 
ment. If a society begins to show signs 
of retrenchment, we find that it is reflect- 
ed in the college, and that fewer men of- 
fer for service. There are two Misssion 
Boards in this country at the present mo- 
ment that are peculiarly hard up for mis- 
sionaries. The reason is that some years 
ago they decided that they must retrench. 
They did retrench. They refused some 
suitable offers, and they have never yet 
been able to get that stream of offers for 
service in the foreign field to flow again.” 

It would be a setback to the entire 
Church. The Reformed Church has been 
lately aroused with the cry, “The evan- 
gelization of the world in this genera- 
tion,” and a new feeling of power came 
with our accepting the challenge to evan- 
gelize 10,000,000 people in Japan, China 
and Mohammedan lands. It would be 
a hard blow to the Church because it does 
not attempt its work under God. Must 
this generation die in the wilderness be- 
cause it had not faith to go up and pos- 
sess the land? For others who are mov- 
ing forward in faith, devotion and sac- 
rifice the seas stand apart, the rivers are 
crossed and the promised land is won. 
It flows with the milk and honey of God’s 
blessing for the church at home as well 
as the workers abroad. We dare not as 
a Church give up the work at Shenchow. 


It is not too great a task to which we 
have been called. Had we grown in be- 
nevolence as other churches have, the 
work would easily be done. The Presby- 
terian Church in 1901 gave 88% cents 
per member for Foreign Missions; in 
1911 the same church gave $1.831% per 
member. If we were members of the 
Methodist Church we would have at- 


_taimed almost a like progress. Our 
Boards would have no debt, and the 


work would be far in advance of its 
present status. 


We as members of the Reformed 
Church have made progress. In 1900, 
contributions for Foreign Missions were 
$0.1244 per member; in 1907, $0.3214 
per member; in 1911, $0.32 per member. 
Yet with that increase, weighed in the 
balance, are we not found wanting? 


Jesus said, “Upon this rock I will build 
my Church and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it.’ But the gates of 
hell threaten to prevail—one of the out- 
posts in China is going down. There 
superstition and false religion are prov- 
ing themselves too powerful and loom 
like a destroying giant over the fainting 
forces of God. But first here in the 
home church, they have prevailed 
through selfishness which spends the 
Lord’s money for something else, 
through lack of vision, through disobed- 
ience to the heavenly vision which has 
come to us thus far. 

Heroic efforts on the part of the Mis- 
sion Board with the approval of Gen- 
eral Synod are being put forth to double 
our contributions to the cause of Foreign 
Missions through the apportionment. 
Through the every-member canvass this 
should be accomplished. We need to 
double our contributions, our consecra- 
tion, our efforts to increase our prayer. 
The kingdom’s growth depends upon it. 
Our Christian growth depends upon it, 
“Thy kingdom come.” 


A young lady who was a delegate to 
the Mount Gretna Conference this sum- 
mer, and who claims that it was such a 
wonderful experience, expresses “in 
some slight way” her appreciation by 
sending fifteen dollars to the Gold Brace- 
let Fund of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions,—this amount being equivalent to 
her expenses to the conference. If each 
delegate to the Linwood and Mount 
Gretna Conferences will express her and 
his appreciation in the same tangible 
manner, it will be easy for the Board to 
add a fine sum to its treasury. 
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“Now abideth faith, hope, charity, 
these three; but the greatest of these is 


charity.” 


WHAT IT COSTS TO BE A MISSIONARY. 


My reason for writing the following 
facts is that all who profess an interest 
in missionary work abroad may come to ~ 
a better understanding of what it is from 
the missionary’s point of view. You 
hear about the heathen and the converts, 
expansion of the work, and great need of 


funds, but you have probably very little 


idea at all about the actual circumstances 
of missionary life and what it entails. 
If you had, I believe that the old, old 
cry for more interest, more praper, and 
more money, would cease, and instead 
you would rejoice and be eager to share 
in the sacrifice as you do not now... . 


There are hundreds and hundreds of 
mission stations where there are only 
two workers, a man and wife, and often 
they can never get other white society, 
or spiritual counsel or sympathetic com- 
panionship, apart from each other. And 
yet this draws them very near to each 
other and to their God. 


The heathen influences around a mis- 
sion station must be felt to be under- 
stood, but a bright, earnest church, even 
if very small, is like a lamp in a dark 
room. Missionaries are almost always 
poor, in some societies terribly so. But 
this is always reckoned by them as a very 
minor hardship indeed, even when they 
come from homes containing comfort and 
even luxury. They see so clearly that 
they can work much more effectively for 
Christ without unnecessaries to hamper 
them. There are many great physical 
hardships—bad climate, poor food, jour- 
neys for days and weeks in jolting cars, 
or river boats, or swinging machilas, in- 
sect pests, and the constant contact with 
filthy people. But lately a missionary 
who has lived quite alone in darkest Cen- 
tral Africa for two years, wrote that the 
only hardship he recognized was being 
unable to preach to the thousands still 
unevangelized but within reach of him. 
Just try to imagine yourself that man’s 
life, quite alone with heathen, no friendly 
voice to cheer him, no welcome home 
after a long day’s work, and at night the 
still darkness of miles and miles of coun- 
try all given up to Satan’s rule, inde- 


26 The Outlook 


scribable sin, and sorrow, and cruelty. 
But his hardship is his inability to do 
more. Do you love your Saviour like 
thatt es 

Did you ever shut the book and sit 
quietly thinking what it really meant 
when Dr. Paton buried his young wife 
on that far-away caniibal island? Sup- 
pose it had been your husband bereft of 
you! Even here at home you cannot 
bear to think of it, but what of a man 
utterly alone out there? 

But there is One who does indeed walk 
in the furnace with His children, and, 
perhaps, those who never go into one 
cannot know Him so intimately. 

It hurt dreadfully when your boy went 
to boarding school for the first time. You 
cried over his box, and both of you cried 
at the station. Missionary parents are 
particularly intimate with their children, 
because they cannot trust them away 
from them as you can, and perhaps their 
children are specially precious because 
they are such bright spots in a world 
of darkness. Then there are no other 
white children available in most cases, 
so they are unique, altogether in- 
valuable. Yet they almost always 
have to go from the parents to be 
educated. Your boys and girls come 
home three times a year, and what a 
wealth of love you give them! And they 
are always within reach in case of sick- 
ness. That missionary mother has to 
leave her little brood, timid, unused to 
England, never away from “mother” for 
an hour together, and go away thousands 
of miles. If they are ill, she can do noth- 
ing; they have no settled home for the 
holidays, but are bandied from one 
rather unwilling relation to another; 
they do not always develop properly; 
but what can be done? The parents 
come back after years of separation, and 
the grown children are shy of them, and 
secretly blame them for all the loneli- 
ness and longing that they have been 
forced to suffer. 

You hear of the Joneses or Smiths go- 
ing back without their children, and 
think no more of it. You do not trouble 
to picture to yourself what that empty 
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home means to them away in that heath- 
en land. Arrived there, they settle into 
work, but seem strangely older and quiet. 
And they fall into a habit of lying awake 
when common sense dictates sleep. She 
is trying to wipe away the quick tears so 
quietly, lest by any chance he should be 
wakeful; and he, foolish fellow! is lying 
staring into the darkness, with one big 
hand stretched towards the place where 
the crib used to be. He is trying to cheat 
himself into thinking that little Jack’s 
plump fist is lying in his, and that he can 
hear his soft, regular breathing close be- 
side him. : 

I once met a little woman who had 
just returned to the field, after taking 
her children home for education. She 
sat quite still among us, with a little 
patient smile on her face; she could con- 
trol her lips quite well when they were 
set thus, but it was fatal to try and talk! 
She might have counted the cost, but in 
the weeks that had passed since the sac- 
rifice, she had not got further than bear- 
ing the pain patiently. She could not 
talk yet. , } 

‘Every bit of the sacrifice and pain and 
weariness and overwork is worth while. 
Our Lord Jesus makes it.up to us; He 
is dearer than home or friends, even hus- 
band and wife or children. The joy in 
His service is such that any pain entailed 
is an honor; it brings us a little bit nearer 
understanding what He suffered for us. 

If you were to go alone, and live with 
and like the lowest savages on the face 
of the earth, and were to toil for them 
for three years, and then be martyred, 
do you suppose you would get anywhere 
near the sacrifice made by our Lord when 
He came to earth and lived among us 
and was killed by us? No words can 
describe, no mind can fathom, what the 
Son of God suffered for us, and what 
God the Father suffered in letting Him 
be the sacrifice—Jessie Hertslet, in Life 
of Faith. 


God so loved the world 
that He gave His Son 


THe WOMAN’S HOME ann FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


EXDITORS: 


Mrs. REBECCA S. DoTTERER 


Mrs. EDWARD FEF. EVEMEYER 


“Say to the Daughter of Zion, behold, thy salvation cometh, behold, Bia reward is 


with Bim, and Gis work before 


Gim. 
IJ will strengthen ther; yea, I will help thee. 


Unto you that fear My Name shall the 


Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in His Wings.” 


“The Star rains its fire 
And the beautiful sing, 
For the manger of Bethlehem 
Cradles a King.” 


ANNIVERSARY DAYS. 


HETHER in home, Church or 
State, anniversary days are the 
#@ milestones of life. As the land- 
scape is diversified by the high 
mountain peaks, so is the monotony and 
routine in the road of life relieved by 
our red-letter days. “Christmas is the 
world’s red-letter day.” Every kindred, 
every tribe, every nation hears the glad 
song of the angels. 

In the spirit of the season in the whole 
earth at this time the women of the Ohio 
Synodical Missionary Society bring their 
gold, frankincense and myrrh. We bring 
the gold of penitence, the frankincense of 
devotion, the myrrh of love and lay them 
at the feet of the Holy Child, for the 
guidance and blessing during twenty- 
five years. 

While the Department of the Women’s 
Home and Foreign Missionary Society 
in this issue is celebrating the twenty- 


fiith-anniversaty of the W.-M sS. O. 5... 


by greetings, reminiscences, history: and 
echoes from the anniversary meeting held 
at Xenia, O., September 24-25, it is the 
desire of the Ohio Synodical Society that 
the whole Church rejoice with them. For 
we being many are members of one body. 
If any part of the Church suffers, we all 
suffer; if another rejoices, we are glad 
together. What an auspicious time to 


cement our hearts more securely in the 
bond of Christian fellowship! 

Our failures have been more numer- 
ous than our successes; but properly un- 
derstood, we climb higher on the ruins of 
cherished plans. Wendell Phillips once 
asked, “What is defeat? Nothing but 
education; nothing but the first step to 
do something better.” In failure most 
people are kin, for only those who make 
no effort are exempt from failure. There 
is only one real failure in life, and that 
is not to be true to the best one knows. 
May the next twenty-five years be glor- 
ious ones in living Christ and in giving 
Him to the whole world. What is the 
secret? Let me answer with a quota- 
tion from Woodrow Wilson, which came 
to my desk from the hand of. a dear 
friend just today. “Always be afraid of 
the man who. is indifferent to his own 
success and certain of the success of the 
thing he represents. Stand out of his 
way, for he has behind him the hosts of 
the Almighty.” 

BLO. 


“Father, our hearts we lift 
Up to Thy gracious throne, 

And thank Thee for the precious gift 
Of Thine incarnate Son.” 


WHAT ONE SOCIETY IS DOING. 


HE W. M. S. of Memorial Re- 
formed Church, Dayton, O., was 
organized five years ago with 14 
‘members, There are now 57. 


COD 
The Society has grown in the spirit of 


missions as well as in numbers. Mis- 
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sion Study has been a large factor in the 
development of the members. A class 
of 30 is now studying “Mormonism, the 
Islam of America.” The Society takes 
up all the requests that come down from 
the higher bodies. When the increase in 
apportionment was announced in IQII 
some of the members expressed pleasure 
for the privilege of doing a little more, 
for they have never failed in paying all 
their apportionment but have often made 
additional gifts. 

A few months ago one of the mem- 


bers who tithes all her earnings suggested 


that the Society contribute $30.00 for 
the support of a Bible woman in China. 
This lady offered to pay half if the So- 
ciety would give the other half. Very 
cheerfully was the pledge taken up, and 
now there is a feeling of gladness per- 
meating the meetings. 

While the women themselves cannot go 
to China, yet through their Bible woman 
they are serving those benighted homes 
over there. In this present crisis in 
China all authorities agree that the key 
to the situation is the womanhood of 
China; therefore, we women have the 
greatest part in the task of bringing the 
Light of the World to the 435,000,000 
in that vast empire. 

Women! in this kind of a gift, once 
more a sweet-smelling ointment has been 
poured at the Saviour’s feet. Once more 
the angels in heaven rejoice that another 
one of earth’s children has burned sweet 
incense on the sacrificial altar. 

May the Christmas season not pass 
without many others bringing gifts for 
the New-Born King. When you see the 
mistletoe, holly, fir and hear the bells 
again this 1912 Christmas can you not 
see the outstretched hands as a symbol 
of our opportunity in China now? Spare 
enough from your Christmas for a gift 
to China, be it ever so small. F.C. E. 


THE SECOND COMING. 
BY ELLA WHEELER WILCOX. 


How will Christ come back again, 
How will He be seen, and when? 
Where His chosen way? 


Will he come at dead of night, 
Shining in His robes of light, ~ 
Or at dawn of day? 


Will it be at Christmas time, 

When the bells are all a-chime, 
That He is reborn? 

Or will He return and bring, 

Wide and wondrous wakening, 
On some Easter morn? 


When will this sad world rejoice, 
Listening to that golden voice, 
Speaking unto men? 
Lives there one who yet will cry 
Loud to startled passer-by, 
Christ has come again? 


List the answer, Christ is here. 

Seek and ye shall find Him near; 
Dwelling on the earth. oe 

By the world’s awakened thought 

This great miracle is wrought ; 
This, the second birth. 


While you wonder where and how, 
Christ shall come, behold Him now, 
Patient, loving, meek, 
Looking from your neighbor’s eyes, 
Or in humble toiler’s guise— 
Lo! the Christ you seek. 


Search for Him in human hearts, 


In the shops, and in the marts; 


And beside your hearth; 
Search and speak the watchword, “Love,” 
And the Christ shall rise, and prove 

He has come to earth. 


Sorrowful ofttimes is He 

That we have not eyes to see— 
Have not ears to hear; 

As we call to Him afar, 

Out beyond some distant star, 
While He stands so near. 


Seek Him, seek Him, where He dwells, 
Chime the voices of the bells 
On the Christmas air, 
“Christ has come to earth again; 
He is in the hearts of men; . 
Seek and find Him there.” 
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-Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Woman’s Missionary 
Society of the Ohio Synod - 


The Story of Twenty-five Years of Faithful Service tn the Cause of 
Missions by a Band of Noble Women 


Mrs. S. B. Yockey. 
(The Pioneer of our Woman’s Work.) 


REMINISCENCES. 
MRS, SB. YOCKEY. 


N compliance with a request for 
reminiscences of Women’s Work 


in the Ohio Synod, I am remind- 

ed that the first Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society in the Reformed Church 
in the United States was organized in 
Xenia, Ohio, February 1, 1878. There 
was no opposition to this first women’s 
society, but likewise no particular encour- 
agement from the men of the congrega- 


tion. The pastor, however, 
heartily indorsed it. One good 
brother said, disparagingly, that 
it would soon die of itself, but 
God ordered otherwise. From 
this feeble beginning, for there 
were only ten charter members, 
has grown the entire women’s 
work of the Church. This work 
was necessarily home missionary 
work, on account of the well- 
nigh universal opposition of the 
Church members to “sending 
money out of their own coun- 
try.” On June 16, 1888, a mis- 
sion band was organized in this 
congregation, it being the first 
in the Ohio Synod, with the 
avowed purpose of working for 
the Girls’ School in Sendai, 
Japan; after the first public 
meeting, conducted entirely by 
the children, no word of criticism 
was heard, and by the end of 
the second year the mothers, 
- aunts and cousins were all work- 
ing industriously on fancy arti- 
cles to be sold by the children 
for the Japan work. 

In May, 1885, the first Class- 
ical Society, that of Miami, was 
organized, this being the first 
Classical Society in the Synod. So 
far as is remembered there never was 
the least opposition on the part of the 
brethren, who from that time to the 
present have indorsed in large measure 


the work of the women. 


This society overtured the Synod at its 
annual meeting in Cedarville, Ill., in be- 
half of the Synodical Society. This over- 
ture was placed in the hands of a com- 
mittee who reported favorably, asking 
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Synod to instruct the pastors to assist 


the women of their respective congrega- 
tions to organize and send delegates to 
the next annual meeting in Lancaster, 
Ohio, for the purpose of organization. 
To encourage the women an attested let- 
ter was sent by the Stated Clerk, the late 
Rev. I. H. Reiter, indorsing the work 
and promising help. An evening was 
set aside for a joint meeting, following 
the organization October 27, 1887. 

The writer remembers many kind 


REFORMED CHURCH, LANCASTER, O. 


(Where first meeting of W. M. S. of Ohio 
Synod was held.) 


words from the brethren of ‘the Synod, 
with frequent offers of assistance. It is 
true that many letters written to the 
brethren, sometimes several to the same 
address, remained unanswered, making 
it difficult for the women to consult the 
brethren when they desired to do so. It 
is also true that the brethren were the 
first to tire of the joint meetings, mak- 
ing more than one suggestion for separ- 
ation, but this was doubtless due solely to 
the difficulty of securing entertainment 
for the rapidly-growing bodies. 


The women cannot believe that they 
would willingly dispense with their com- 
pany. So far as the women are con- 
cerned, they are and always have been 
grateful for the help and kind words of 
the brethren during their years of weak- 
ness. They are also thankful for the 
advice frequently, willingly and largely 
given, even though that advice could not 
always be followed. That the good work 
of the women of the Ohio Synod may in- 
iri year by year is the earnest prayer 
of all. 


HISTORICAL SKETCH OF WOMAN’S 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF OHIO 
SYNOD. 


HE nineteenth century has appro- 
priately been designated the 
mo) “Woman's Century.” Looking 
backward over the twenty-five 
years since the organization of the W. M. 
S. O. S., we see that it was only one of 
the many remarkable series of move- 
ments among women that made this cen- 
tury a marvel in its history and achieve- 
ments. | 

Our first foreign mission field was 
Japan. No record of gifts to this field 
is made until 1891, when $100 were given 
by this Society for the support of a lady 
teacher. From this year on the contri- 
butions have increased each year, the 
total amount given being $15,182.58. 

That our Church is identified with the 
great movement in China is a matter for 
rejoicing and congratulation. Our first 
gift to China was $8, in 1890. Since then 
this society has contributed to this field 
$4441.16. 

Our home mission work has always 
been one of interest and concern to us. 
We have a right to claim our share of 
the great opportunities in the home field. 
Since 1894, this society has contributed 
tc home missions, $15,259.91, to building 
funds, $4501.63. 

The W. M. S. O. S. was organized 
October 27, 1887, at Lancaster, Ohio, 
with Mrs. S. B. Yockey as temporary 
chairman, and Miss Jennie Heckerman 
as recording secretary. Later Mrs. G. G. 
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Mrs. G. G. PrucGH. 
(First President, 1887.) 


Prugh was elected president. There were 
twenty charter members. } 

The first program given at Dayton, 
October 4, 1888, was as follows: 
Opening Prayer....Dr. George Williard 
Scripture Reading..Mrs. H. M. Herman 
Paper, “The Measure of Our Respon- 


sibility es. Mrs. Allan K. Zartman 
OGRE e ites Mrs. W. N. Hunter 
Paper, “Missions, Woman’s Supreme 

Opportunity”... . Mrs; Lk, BoC.’ Dabr 
Music. 


Paper, “The Emancipation of 

Heathen Women”..Mrs. G. G. Prugh 
Music. 

Benediction. 

Many important forward steps have 
been the result of this society’s work, 
among them the overture asking the 
Boards to establish a periodical in the 
interest of Home and Foreign Missions 
and Women’s Work. We now have the 
excellent magazine, THE OUTLOOK OF 
Missions. Another result was the crea- 
tion of the office of Field Secretary. 

The establishment of the mission 
among the Japanese on the Pacific coast 
came in response to an overture from this 
society. 

Who can measure the good that has 
been done or foretell what the results of 
our efforts may be? 

Mrs. ALLAN K, ZARTMAN, 
Historian W. M. S&S. O. S. 


REMINISCENCES OF W. M. S. O. S. 


NIMATED by a desire for great- 
er efficiency and progress in mis- 
sionary work, delegates from the 
various societies met at Lancas- 

ter, O., 1887, during the session of the 

Ohio Synod, and organized the first Syn- 

odical society. Our efforts met with en- 

couragement, and Synod passed resolu- 
tions, one of which contained the follow- 
ing note of appreciation: 

“Resolved, That we hail the day of 
missionary effort as a day full of hope, 
and that we do regard these women as 
most noble and efficient helpers in the 
general cause of missions.” Representa- 
tives were present from Columbus, Day- 
ton, Tiffin, Hamilton, Xenia and other 
points, all eager and anxious for a suc- 
cessful issue. 

Prayer meetings and meetings for con- 
ference were daily held, and after the 
usual deliberations officers were chosen 
as follows: President, Mrs. G. G. 
Prugh; Vice President, Mrs. L. C. Goss; 
secretary, Mrs. L, B:-C. Lahr’: Treasu- 
rer, Mrs. Julia Shearer. 

An evening meeting specially devoted 
to the women’s cause was held, which 
was largely attended. Mrs. S. B. Yockey 
gave a stirring address, which was re- 
ceived with evident interest and pleasure 
and a fine impression made on the wait- 
ing audience. 


Mrs. H. M. HERMAN. 
(President, 1888.) 
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Rev. Ambrose Gring, our first mission- 
ary to Japan, addressed an evening meet- 
ing. He was received with enthusiasm, 
and delighted his hearers with his won- 
derful accounts of his missionary life 
and work. 

A Synodical constitution was formu- 


lated later and was finally completed at. 


Canton, O. Thus by persistent effort 
was laid the foundation of our present 
woman’s society, but a lack of confidence 
and general inexperience greatly delayed 
hoped-for results, yet the cause moved 
onward, and the society of General Syn- 
od was established three years later at 
Lebanon, Pa. Thus were the East and 
the West united in a firm resolve, with 
enlarged vision to continue the work un- 
mindful of all discouragements. With 
efficient officers, more liberal giving and 
better equipment, no one will doubt that 
our Reformed Church has a glorious fu- 
ture in the direction of missionary work 
and achievement. 


Mrs. AUGUSTA PRUGH. 
Dayton, O. 


OCTOBER 27, 1887—SEPTEMBER 24, 1912. 


ADVANCE MOVEMENT OF THE WORK IN 
THE OHIO SYNODICAL. 


T has been said “that the ele- 
eT ments of feeling and action are 
at least two-thirds of religion.” 

Therefore if we create an inter- 
est in missions success will follow. In- 
terest and activity bring about the law of 
growth and the spirit of service. Tak- 
ing a retrospective view of the past 25 
years we see that the elements that 


- brought about this growth and advance- 


ment can be attributed to the above con- 
ditions and environments. 

Our missionary possibilities are great, 
with an organized force of consecrated 
women. ‘Twenty-five years ago pioneers 
now in our missionary societies gave 
birth to the thought of our Synodical 
organization. 

Step by step the work grew and ad- 
vanced. To-day the Ohio Synodical rep- 
resents an organization of six classicals, 


93 congregationals, an Executive Board 
of 14 members, every classical organized 
with its Department Secretaries. Hav- 
ing a combined force of fifty officers 
and thirty Department Secretaries active- 
ly engaged in the work. 

The Superintendent of Organization 
is to give six weeks in the fall and six in 
the spring to Field’ Secretary work. The 
advance was strategic, concentrating its 
attention to different phases of our work. 
The response showed a readiness of our 
women to take up the work systemati- 
cally and educationally. We recognize 
the need for more societies. It would be 
difficult to overstate the importance of 
niore missionary societies. The hope of 
real success is the missionary attitude of 
a congregation. It is an encouraging 


‘sign to see the recognition of Woman’s 


Work steadily increasing. 

Let us employ with greater faithfulness 
the means and laborers Christ has given 
us. It is the enlistment of Christian peo- 
ple that will increase and advance the 
efficiency of Woman’s Work. 


ANNA L. MILLER. 
South Bend, Ind. 


THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
MEETING OF W. M. S. O. S. 


MRS. B. F. ANDREWS. 


HIS meeting was held at Xenia, 

Ohio, where the first woman’s 
@wAy| missionary society of the Reform- 
| ed Church was organized by Mrs. 
Yockey. Rev. E. N. Evans and congre- 
gation had made careful plans for the 
comfort of their guests. In many ways 
was the fact of our Silver Anniversary 
brought out. 

The program proved helpful and in- 
teresting ; the devotional services showed 
careful thought and preparation, and the 
truths emphasized during these hours 
will long be remembered. A new fea- 
ture of these services was the celebra- 
tion of the Lord’s Supper, the liturgical 
service being conducted by Rev. Mr. 
Evans and Dr. Yockey. The reports of 
the Classical Societies showed substantial 
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Mrs. M. Loucks. 
. (President, 1889.) 


growth; three life members were re- 
ported for the general society. The re- 
ports of officers and secretaries of de- 
partments proved that much time had 
been given to the work with good results; 
the value of missionary literature is be- 
ing realized to a greater extent than ever 
before. 

The business was given careful con- 
sideration. The following are some of 
the items adopted: To push the work 
among young women; to provide thank- 
offering boxes free to all societies: to 
raise contingents by per capita plan; 
continue to meet all obligations in full. 

Mrs. Lena Leonard Fisher, of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, gave a splendid address on 
Wednesday evening. She has traveled in 
heathen lands, thus knowing conditions 
she described. Mrs. Fisher is a pleasing 
speaker, and held the closest attention of 
her large audience for an hour. ‘Thurs- 
day evening the Anniversary Service was 
lhield. The delegates and friends of each 
classis were seated together, having a 
banner bearing their name; charter mem- 
bers and past officers were seated on the 
platform. “Our History” was read by 
Mrs. A. K. Zartman, historian. and a 
short talk by Mrs. Yockey; then followed 
the birthday service. As each classical 
society was called delegates arose, re- 
peated a verse of Scripture or sang a 
song, then the classical treasurers placed 
their birthday offering on a silver tray on 


Mrs. A. K. ZarTMAN. 
(President, 1890 and 1900.) 


Mrs. S. L. Eccerr. 
(President, 1892.) 


the altar. When all had responded a 
consecration prayer was offered. The 
amount placed on the altar was $788.92. 
The total receipts for the current year 
were $5128.44. 

As the convention: closed we parted 
with a feeling of gratitude to God that 
we had had the privilege of attending 
this meeting and of enjoying the gener- 
ous hospitality of the people in the First 
Reformed Church of Xenia. We know 
that the influence of it will be felt 
throughout the Synod, and the inspira- 
tion gained will count for much in the 
coming years for the upbuilding of 
Christ’s kingdom. 


———— 


PRESENT STATUS AND OUTLOOK. 


EMMA RUESS KRAMMES, TIFFIN, 0., 
PRESIDENT OF W. M. S. O. S. 


HE W. M. S. Ohio Synod is 
j twenty-five years old. The 
Gay growth, numerically, during the 
quarter of a century, although 
not so large as planned, has always 
shown continued yearly increase. Mem- 
bership is 2373 at the present time. A 
gain of 417 members and four societies 
the past year. Obligations have always 
been paid in full, and in addition many 
special gifts were made. The financial 
gain each year exceeding gain in member- 
ship, both in total and per capita, proves 
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the faithful devotion of members and 
solidity of organization. Failures have 
been numerous, and to our Heavenly 
Father is entrusted the measurement of 
past achievements. 

Excellent reports of the first year’s 
service of Departmental Secretaries dem- 
onstrate the advantage of systematic di- 
vision of duties. The convention appre- 
ciating the importance of valuable sug- 
gestions incorporated in reports, em- 
powered the secretaries to proceed on 
plans as presented. 

Special stress was laid on “Young 
People’s Work” and revival of deeper 
interest in “Mission Bands” as a source 
of operative energy for the future. Sev- 
eral new “Young Women’s Societies” 
were reported. 

Mission Study Classes are growing in 
favor; receiving recognition not only as 
a means of preparing workers for serv- 
ice, but as a factor for implantation of 
high ideals, thus supplanting desires for 
worldly enticements. 

The “Membership Campaign’ called 


into action a larger percentage of latent 


force in local societies. Stirring the 
Synodical Society from centre to circum- 
ference. Plans were formulated for an 
“Extended Campaign.” 

The Contingent Fund will be increased 
and placed on the per capita plan. 

The W. M. S. O. S. recognizes the in- 
fluence of the individual member. FEjach 
forms a link in the chain. A Christian 
organization is truly equipped for service 
when founded upon the united spiritual 
consecration of the individual members. 
The Church, now as never before, has 
need of strong, wholesome men and 
women. The purpose should not only 
be the promulgation of the Gospel, but 
the molding of every member into a 
pillar of strength, then the “Prospects 
will be as bright as the promises of God,” 
and the Church will be filled with the 
majesty of His benediction. 


“Somebody holds my hands each day, 
Guiding my feet lest I should stray, 
Walking with Him how blest the way, 
Who can it be but Jesus?” 


TO THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF 
THE OHIO SYNODICAL WOMAN’S 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


C T is a great pleasure for me to 
b send you greetings on the com- 
gw} pletion of your successful quar- 
mame’ ter of a century of organized 
work for the Master’s cause. 

The many noble, strong-souled women 
who sacrificed their life and comfort, 
the devoted services and noble efforts of 
the many charter members who have con- 
tinued for twenty-five years, and the he- 
roic self-giving of the many young wom- 
en who in this quarter of a century have 
gone forth from your State to carry the 
Gospel to those who know Jesus not as 
their Saviour, is indeed a great cause 
for rejoicing. But you work not alone. 

Think of the women of the East and 
West who are with you in the work, 
whose aim and purposes are the same. 
If we women of the Reformed Church 
fully realized what a tremendous relig- 
ion this gospel of Jesus Christ is, if we 
were as grateful as we should be for 
the blessing of this gospel, surely the 
sorrow would not be ours today of know- 
ing that of the 170,000 women members 
of the Reformed Church in the United 
States only about 12,000 are actively en- 
gaged in this glorious work. 

Is it not time for us to see to it that 
our influence and gifts shall be worthy 
the cause we love and the Saviour we 
serve? ‘To that end let us unitedly pray 
that Jesus Christ may enter into our 
hearts with all the fullness of God. 
BertHa C, Harris. 


Wilkinsburg, Pa. 


NINETEEN JOIN NIBANCHO CHURCH. 


Nineteen persons were received into 
the membership of the Nibancho Church 
at Sendai, Japan, by the pastor, Rev. N. 
Hagiwara, on Sunday, November 3, 
1912. These persons were all from our 
Miyagi Girls’ School, one teacher, one 
graduate and seventeen students,—an- 
other evidence of the evangelistic spirit 
of our schools in Japan. 
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Mrs. Georce F. Barigs. 


(President, 1896 and 1899.) 


“Thou, Lord, didst win the battle 
That they might corgjuerors be; 

Their crowns of living glory 
Are lit with rays from Thee.” 


| TOPIC FOR THE MONTH 


SUGGESTED HELPS. 
| GERTRUDE M. COGAN. 
Program. January. 


Hymn, “In the Cross of Christ: I 
Glory.” A conversion 2000 years ago. 
2 Kings 5: 1-15. Study of mission field 
—Detroit, Michigan (see article in this 
issue, on page 11, by Rev. C. W. Brugh). 

Letter from missionary at Detroit. 
(Procure from Mrs. C. H. Nadig, Al- 
lentown, Pa.). 

Discussion : 

I. Tell some ways in which the saloon 
problem is related to home missions. 

2. Why should the country church be 
interested in establishing the Church in 
our cities? 

3. How many young people from your 
own community have gone to the larger 
towns and cities? 

(Let this be a free discussion. We 
have no special literature on these sub- 
jects. ) 

Music. 

Prayers: For city missions. Mis- 
sionary Brugh and his work. The tem- 
perance cause. 


LITERATURE 


MRS. KATE HALE GEKELER, Secy. 
2061 Broadway, Indianapolis, Ind. 


1913 PROGRAM. 

The societies that used the program 
for 1912, as prepared by Miss Cogan, 
have been unstinted in their praise of 
the same. We believe a still greater 
pleasure awaits us in the use of the 
program for 1913. This includes a 
visit to twelve of our mission stations, 
six in the home land, and six in the 
foreign field. We are anticipating a 
good time in our twelve visits, and we 
cordially invite every Woman’s Mission- 
ary Society in the Reformed Church to 
accompany us. 

Your needs for the journey can be 
easily supplied. First, you will need 
copies of the program. These can be 
obtained from Mrs. C. A. Krout, 240 
South Washington street, Tiffin, O. They 
are of a convenient size to carry, and 
should be furnished to every member. 
Blank spaces have been left in the pro- 
gram for the date and place of meeting, 
name of the leader for the month, and a 
list of your local officers. It is possible 
to make your program as elaborate, or 
as simple as the leader for the month 
desires. 

You will also need THE OUTLOOK OF 
Missions, which contains helps for each 
month, and a host of other good things. 

‘A missionary letter from each field 
can be procured from Mrs. C. H. Nadig, 
203 North Fourth street, Allentown, Pa. 

For THE JANUARY PROGRAM. 

Inasmuch as the cause of temperance 
is so vitally connected with the work of 
missions, both home and foreign, we 
recommend the consideration of this 
theme in your meeting. Our Church in 
Detroit has always stood boldly for the 
cause of temperance, and they have won 
some noble victories for the cause. It 
is therefore quite suitable to consider 
this topic while visiting Detroit. A leaflet 
entitled ‘Relation of Temperance to 
Missions” can be secured from Mrs. 
Henry Gekeler, 2061 Broadway, Indian- 
apolis, Indiana. Kindly send postage 
when ordering free leaflets. 
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‘Mrs. Anna L. MILLER. 
(President, 1902.) 


I know not where His islands lift 
Their fronded palms in air; 
I only know I cannot drift 
Beyond His love and care. 
. —WHITTIER. 


WHAT ONE LINWOOD STUDY CLASS 
DID. 


HE class on “China’s New Day” 
not only grew closer together day 
Gay by day in the sweet tie of Chris- 
tian fellowship, but their realiza- 
tion of the fact, as they entered step by 
step into knowledge, that the New China 
presents to the Church the greatest op- 
portunity since the coming of the Lord 
found expression in the earnest desire to 
do something, if only in a small way, to 
further the Master’s work there. An 
appeal to Miss Kanne, our missionary at 
Yochow City, and a member of the class, 
brought out the suggestion that a picture 
to hang in the Girls’ School there would 
be a very acceptable memento of the 
class. A committee was appointed, and 
the five dollars gladly given by the mem- 
bers handed to Miss Kanne to be used 
by her in the purchase of a suitable pic- 
ture. 

As this memorial of our happy Lin- 
wood days goes over the sea, to teach its 
silent lesson day by day for years to 
come, so may our lives be living epistles, 
known and read of all men, to help speed 
the day when China’s God shall be 


Jehovah, the Most High, her missions 
redeemed by the blood of Calvary! 

The committee did not desire the good 
work begun at Linwood to end there, 
but in its report resolved that “as we take 
up the study of ‘China’s New Day’ on 
our return home, we will aim to have 
others contribute to our China work, as 
a souvenir of their study classes.” 

MRS J. F. WINTER. MRS. E. WEBER. 
MILDRED A, STIBITZ. 


May not the action of this class stim- 
ulate others? What an inspiration it 
would be if each class in this text should 
give a China gift to our Board at this 
critical time. 


FIELD NOTES. 


The Field Secretary spent some time 
visiting congregations in Juniata classis 
and attended the Classical Missionary 
Convention in Grace Church, Altoona, 
October 1-2. A Woman’s Home and 
Foreign Missionary Society was organ- 
ized at Holidaysburg, on Sunday, Octo- 
ber 6th. Officers are: President, Mrs. 
J. Calvin May; vice-president, Mrs. J. 
L. Fink ; recording secretary, Mrs. Harry 
Isenberg; corresponding secretary, Mrs. 
B. F. Croyle; secretary literature, Mrs. 
P. N. Bridenbaugh; treasurer, Miss Myra 
Klotz. Societies organized at Everett, 


Bald Hill and Saxton, were reported | 


last month. Virginia classis will be vis- 
ited next. GERTRUDE M. CoGaANn. 


Mrs. B. F. ANDREWS. 
(President, 1907.) 
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TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING 
OF W. H. AND F. M. S. OF 
EASTERN SYNOD. 


MRS. ‘G. W. BUTZ. 


HE, W. M. S. of E. S. held its 
annual meeting in Saint John’s 
Gay} Reformed Church, Bloomsburg, 
Pa., Rev. W. C. Slough, pastor, 
October 15-17, 1912. 

The session opened Tuesday evening 
with a business meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee, Mrs. E. W. Lentz, pre- 
siding. On Wednesday morning the bus- 
iness session was continued. Wednes- 
day, 2 P. M., convention opened. The 
President gave a very interesting report, 
closing with “The blessings we receive 
are in proportion to what we give out.” 

The twelve classical societies were rep- 
resented by twenty-eight delegates, thir- 
teen officers and one department secre- 
tary. 

The topics for discussion were: 
“Thankoffering Box,” “Outlook of Mis- 
sions,” “Leaves of Light,” “Congrega- 
tional Societies” and the “Work of New 
Departments.” 

Wednesday evening a reception was 
held. Address of welcome by Miss Ha- 
zel Row, to which Mrs. G. W. Butz, of 
Schuylkill Haven, responded. Miss Mar- 
garet Row gave an enjoyable reading, and 
Mrs. Dallas Leiby rendered a fine solo. 
The speakers were Miss Kate I. Hansen, 
of our Miyagi Girls’ School, Sendai, 
Japan, and the Rev. Thomas H. Lein- 
bach, of Reading, who spoke on Home 
Missions. 

Thursday morning devotional exer- 
cises were conducted by Mrs. Lucy Orth. 

The secretaries of the new departments 
reported: Much interest was shown in 
all the departments, and the reports were 
gratifying. Miss Jeannette Althouse, del- 
egate to the Motint Gretna Missionary 
Conference, read her report, which was 
much enjoyed by all. 

The Statistical Secretary reported 
eighty-four W. M. Societies, with a 
membership of three thousand one hun- 
dred and sixty-five (3165); seventy-nine 
Congregational Societies, with a member- 


ship of 2141; and forty-nine Young 
People’s Societies, with a membership of 
1821. Subscribers to OUTLOOK oF Mis- 
SIONS, 1208; Leaves of Light, 1122. Six- 
teen new societies were organized during 
the year. 

The total amount of money raised was 
$10,516.60, of which $8379.73 was paid 
on apportionment. Seven of the twelve 
classical societies paid their apportion- 
ment with an excess. 

Delegates elected to Mount Gretna 
Missionary Conference: Primarii, Miss 
Carrie Kerschner; Secundi, Mrs. E. W. 
Leni 

Officers elected were: President, Mrs. 
E.. W. Lentz; Recording Secretary, Miss 
Katharine Laux; Corresponding Secre- 
tary, Mrs. Herbert Heitshu; Statistical 
Secretary, Miss Carrie Kerschner; 
Treasurer, Miss Jeannette Althouse. 


The following Secretaries of Depart- 
ments: Foreign Correspondence, Mrs. 
Frances M. Baer Fry; Life Members and 
Members in Memoriam, Mrs. J. A. 
Mertz; Literature, Mrs. E. A. Lambert; 
Young People’s Work, Mrs. George W. 
Butz; Thankoffering Boxes, Mrs. Henry 
H. Ranck. 

At the public meeting held Thursday 
evening Miss Hansen gave a description 
of her work in the “Miyagi Girls’ 
School,” and Rev. A. R. Bartholomew, 
D. D., delivered an inspiring address on 
China. The pastor conducted the devo- 
tional services. The Church was beauti- 
fully. decorated, and the choir furnished 
excellent music. 

The twenty-fifth annual sessions will 
be held in the Church of the Ascension, 
Norristown, October, 1913, in which 
Church this Society was organized. 


Upon the wreckage of thy yesterday 
Design the structure of tomorrow; 
Lay strong corner-stones of purpose, and pre- 


pare 

Great blocks of wisdom, cut from past de- 
Spair ; 

Shape mighty pillars of resolve, to set 

Deep in the tear-wet mortar of regret; 

Work on with patience; though thy toil be 
slow, 

Yet day by day the edifice shall grow. 


| 
; 
| 
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Mrs. B. B. KRAMMES. 
(President, 1911.) 


“Lord, this bosom’s ardent feeling 
Vainly would my lips express: 

Low before Thy. footstool kneeling, 
Deign Thy suppliant’s prayer to bless: 
Let Thy grace, my soul’s chief treasure, 
Love’s pure flame within me raise; 
And, since words can never measure, 

Let my life show forth Thy praise.” 


A PROSPEROUS YEAR. 


The W. H. and F. M. Society, Pitts- 
burgh Synod, held their twenty-seventh 
meeting in the Second Reformed Church, 
wee Pa., September 26 and 27, 

Thursday evening was devoted to 
Home work. The speakers were Rev. 
Paul B. Rupp and Rev. R. J. Pilgrim. 

Friday evening Miss Lydia A. Lind- 
say, visiting missionary from Japan, 
gave us a message from the foreign field. 

The day sessions were mostly taken 
up with the business transactions of the 
Society. 

There are fifty-seven societies enrolled. 
Membership, 1,349. Receipts for the 
year, $2,815.27. 

There should be more interest shown 
by the different classical societies being 
better represented. One had but one 
representative, another one from an 
auxiliary society. How can we have our 
committees, officers, etc., appointed when 


such is the state of affairs? For the of- 


ficers for the year see directory in a later 
number of THE OUTLOOK OF MISSIONS. 
REPORTER. 


WOMAN AS A FACTOR IN THE HOME 
FIELD. 


RUTH STAHL. 


From the very beginning of the Chris- 
tian era, woman has been a powerful 
factor in spreading the Gospel and win- 
ning the world for Christ. There have 
been missionary heroines in the front of 
all mission fields, facing all sorts of dan- 
gers, and even yielding up their lives that 
the cause of Christ might be furthered 
and His Kingdom spread. 


There seems to be no limitation to 
woman’s ability to dare and to do. But 
if there is any sphere of activity that 
seems more fitting to her refined and 
sympathetic nature and intuitive power 
than any other, it is this of winning 
souls. 

Her own sex appeals to her. She is 
readily touched when she learns of the 
condition of women in heathen lands. 
Her soul is awakened with the desire 
to help lift them out of their degraded 
state by telling them the story of Christ, 
who came, the truest friend of woman. 

When a woman leaves home and na-. 
tive country to work in foreign fields, we 
are struck with the immensity of the 
sacrifice; but there are as many and as 
tremendous sacrifices being made here in 
the home field every day. Scarcely any- 
thing worse can be imagined than the 
condition among the mountain whites in 
our Southland. That there should be 
such degeneracy in our own nation 
seems incredible. And here woman has 
shown herself a powerful agent, for she 
can reach these homes as man cannot. 
She comes into personal contact with 
these women, and by her sympathetic 
touch and refined demeanor she influ- 
ences them to reach out for higher ideals, 
and so ministers to the purifying of the 
home and the uplift of the people. 

Then there is a great work for her to 
do among the Negroes, who are increas- 
ing in population so rapidly among us. 
They need to be educated. Women make 
the best teachers, for they represent best 
the mother element, and know best the 
needs of the children. Women have been 
endowed with two particular character- 
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istics needed in child training—patience 
and sympathy. Contact with fully de- 
veloped womanhood develops childhood 
as nothing else can. 

The American Indian, too, is in our 
province of teaching and directing to 
Christ. Someone has said that the pro- 
gress of the Indian in the last fifty years 
has been greater than that of any one 
other uneducated people on the face of 
the earth. The Indian has come to us 
with long strides. Ina recent number of 
the Missionary Review of the World is 
related the miracle of the Nez Perces, a 
once powerful tribe of Indians, now re- 
duced to a mere remnant. 


It is interesting to note that two refin- 
ed American women had crossed the 
Rocky Mountains before Fremont gain- 
ed his renown as “the pathfinder.” Mr. 
and Mrs. Whitman and Mr. and Mrs. 
Spaulding—who, by the way, were bride 
and groom—left good and comfortable 
homes to work among the Indians. They 
went solely for the love of Christ, and 
to bear His message to these children of 
Nature. Mrs. Spaulding taught the In- 
dians not only in the arts of letters, but 
in a course of industry as well. She had 
sometimes as many as two hundred peo- 
ple in her school. The women came in 
crowds, from early morning to late at 
night, to watch her perform her house- 
hold tasks, such as preparing the meals, 
or sweeping the floors. Finally the 
Whitmans were murdered, and the 
Spauldings were compelled to flee for 
their lives. Mrs. Spaulding never recov- 


REFORMED “CRURCH 
Emin” 


First REFORMED CHURCH, XENIA, O; 
(Where the 25th Anniversary was celebrated, 
September 25-26, 1912.) 


ered from the hardships of this ordeal. 
She had practically given her life for 
these people—it was a sacrifice well 
spent. . 

The McBeth sisters also deserve spe- 
cial mention. For more than a third of 
a century they were “the law, wisdom 
and conscience” of this tribe. Miss Sue 
McBeth was but a frail, little woman, 
but she had a keen intellect and a deeply 
religious nature. God so preserved her 
that she was able to accomplish wonder- 
ful things. Just as God can take the 
most uneducated people and empower 
them to do things seemingly impossible, 
so can he take the weakest woman, physi- 
cally, and endow her with miraculous 
strength and endurance. As Miss Mc- 
Beth grew weaker in body year by year, 
she grew stronger in mind and in spirit. 
She did not mingle much with the peo- 
ple, but gathered a few of the choicest 
men and women about her and trained 
them for the ministry. Her idea was 
that, ‘“No one can reach an Indian like 
an Indian.” So she trained a native for 
the ministry at once. All of which 
proves that woman cannot be held back 
on the plea of physical weakness. Dr. 
Gracy says, “The tact, talent and in- 
dustry of missionary women, their rich 
resources in expediency, their loftiness 
of soul-power, combined with the aban- 
don of their faith, suggests an addendum 
to the 11th chapter of Paul’s letter to 
the Hebrews.” 

At last comes Mormonism, the Islam 
of America, that blight of the nation! 
Surely, the condition of womanhood 
among that class of our nation’s populace 
ought to appeal to woman’s deepest sym- 
pathy. No use to spend time in this 
paper on this curse, for it is generally 
understood. The remedy, the remedy— 
that is the pressing question. No woman 


can be the Queen of the Home, where 


the solidarity of the family has been 
destroyed by polygamy. Here the first 


. of all woman’s rights has been denied 


her, and her soul cries out for restitution. 
Undoubtedly, the surest way to reach 
her redemption will be through mission 
schools. By this way the children will 
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receive the instruction needed, along 
with which there also comes the proper 
interpretation of the Bible and the ap- 
plication of its truths. 

In all this work there is the unrecog- 
nized, nevertheless powerful factor of 
the wives of the Home Missionaries. 
Although the wife is not much in evi-’ 
dence, yet there is no question but that 
the work of the missionary pastor is 
greatly aided by the constant devotion 
and support of his wife. It has been 
said that “man needs woman’s clearer 


vision, her subtler insight, her softer 


touch, her winged soul, her pure and 
tender thought.” 

But who would fail to notice one of 
the newest fields for missionary service—_ 


the field of rescue work for fallen girls, 


girls who have gone wrong? The work 
of enslaving souls is carried on by very 
clever and cunning agents, who are plot- 
ting daily the ruin of womanhood. Only 
the most active work of Christian forces 
can check the growth of this great evil. 
This is certainly a wide field of oppor- 
tunity for women to enter and do valiant 
work for her Master. 


The number of fields for woman’s 
work seem to multiply as we advance; 
the appeals from degraded and unen- 
lightened womanhood are many and 
urgent. Woman has always exerted a 
refining influence wherever she has gone. 
She may be succeeding slowly in win- 
ning the ballot, yet she may have a large 
share in winning precious souls for the 
Kingdom of God. 

As our responsibilities are only meas- 
ured by the light we have, so are women 
being daily more recognized and clothed 
with responsibility. May we pray our 
heavenly Father to give the light our 
hearts desire, the faith that will not 
shrink, the hope that maketh not asham- 
ed, and the love for the souls of the lost 
that knows no barrier unsurmountable, a 
purpose that changes not. 


Alliance, O. 


“Glory be to God on high” 


of Missions. 
W. H. AND. F. M. S., INTERIOR SYNOD. 


The Woman’s Home and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society of Interior Synod met in 
twenty-fourth annual session at Maquo- 
keta, Ia., October 17, 1912. 

There were present five officers, five 
Classical and fourteen local delegates, 
besides many visitors. 

- We were fortunate in having with us 
two returned missionaries, Miss Lydia A. 
Lindsay, Sendai, Japan, and Miss Anna 
C. Kanne, Yochow, China, who created 
a deeper interest in missions by their ex- 
planation of the work on the field. 


On Thursday, a paper was read by 
Mrs. J. H. Albright, of Stonington, IIL, 
“What Has the Woman’s Missionary 
Done and What is it Doing Now?” An 
address on Japan Missions by Miss 
Lindsay and one on China by Miss 
Kanne. 

The offering for the evening was over 
$40, a part of which was voted toward 
the extra expense incurred by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of W: H. and F. M. 
S., of G. S., the remainder to Lakeside 
Chapel in China. 

The actions were taken on the ‘For- 
ward Movement” basis. The treasurer 
reported apportionment paid in full. Al- 
most $1,100 were contrivuted. 

The officers are: President, Miss Mary 
C. Remsberg, Iola, Kans; recording sec- 
retary, Miss Annis Bancroft, Sioux City, 
Iowa; corresponding secretary, Mrs. H. 
U. Hartzell, Orangeville, Ill.; treasurer, 
Mrs. T. F. Stauffer, Emporia, Kans. 

The president appointed the following 
secretaries of departments: Literature, 
Mrs. J. N. Naly, Tipton, Ia.; statistics, 
Miss A. Bancroft, Sioux City, Ia. ; thank- 
offering boxes, Mrs. J. B. Bloom, St. 
Joseph, Mo.; young people, Miss Olive 
Neiman, White Water, Kans.; life mem- 
bers and members in memoriam, Mrs. W. 
H. Shultz, Holton, Kans.; correspond- 
ence with foreign missionaries, Mrs. C. 
H. Hinkhouse, Omaha, Neb. 

The society will meet next year at 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Mrs. HINKHOUSE. 


Woman's Missionary Society. 41 | 


OUR CHURCH IS NOT DEAD. 


University Puace, Neb., Nov. 1, 1912. 
DEAR FRIENDS AND CO-WORKERS: 


The Church, as an organized body, 
was instituted and commissioned to ful- 
fill Christ’s mission, “The bringing of 
men’s souls into the Kingdom of God.” 
God has given men power, and ours is 
the privilege and duty of using it, as a 
means of being co-workers with Christ 
in His great work. We sometimes hear 
it said: ‘The Church is dead.”’ Now let 
us stop to consider who compose the 
Church. Are not you and I its living 
members? Are we spiritually dead? If 
so, we all must have drifted far away 
from the source of our true life. 


We must admit that there is a general 
and deplorable “indifferent” feeling at 
large; people seem to have forgotten the 
paramount value of life—losing of “self” 
and finding eternal life. That—seems to 
me—is the present condition, or mental 
attitude, prevalent in most churches in 
America. We recall the censure in 
Revelation, “Because thou art luke warm 

. I will spew thee out of my mouth.” 
If we should continue to trace this in- 
difference, we would find that its cause 
lies within the individual; let us come 
still closer home and examine ourselves. 
Are you and I really vitally interested in 
the salvation of the ones with whom we 
live—our neighbors, friends, acquaint- 
ances—yea, even the heathen across the 
sea? I fear most of us must confess 
with bowed heads, that we have left 
many an opportunity to speak a word, 
lend a hand or breathe a prayer, slip by 
unheeded. 

Our sins of omission seem more and 
greater than those of commission. Is 
this not the truth that comes to us with 
so much force when we stop to review 
our past lives? 

Now, if we know wherein we fail, let 
us seek for a remedy. We lack not in 
numbers, money or machinery; so why 
do we hesitate? The vital issues demand 
an unflinching faith in God and a burn- 
ing love toward man. Both of these are 
gifts from the Invisible Head of the 


Church. Unceasing; fervent, mtercessory 
prayer is the pathway leading to their 
possession. “Take time to be holy; 
speak oft with thy Lord.” “In the 
secret of His Presence, how my soul de- 
lights to hide.” I verily believe that the 


keynote of our lack of power to move 


the machinery effectually lies within 
“prayer.” It is truly easy to give money 
to save souls, but are we willing to 
spend time in earnest, sincere prayer for 
these souls? “You can give without lov- 
ing, but you cannot love without giving.” 
Let’s renew the family morning and 
evening prayers. In addition, each one 
of us should take time to speak “all 
alone” with the Master! Again, friends, 
pray with such faith and love that others 
cannot help but feel its dynamic power 
and influence. 

When I recall the pleasant and profit- 
able times at the Kansas, Lincoln and 
Nebraska Classes—the band of conse- 
crated men and women whose hearts 
and minds were bent on the fulfillment of 
the Church’s mission—I pause, meditate 
and rejoice that we are living in this 
age of opportunity for service! The 
illumined faces will ever be a source of 
inspiration and greater effort. At the 
Lincoln Classis the W. M. S. decided on 
Wednesday evening for special prayer 
for the missionaries on the field. Wher 
we have accomplished the task of get- 
ting people to prayerfully read God’s 
Word, there will be a wonderful awak- 
ening. Why it will be “the love of Christ 
that constraineth us” to faithfully and 
cheerfully do our part of life’s work in 
the evangelization of the world. 

What did you and I gain at the Lin- 
wood Conference that will truly help 
the Church? My lesson was, more 
resignation to God’s will in my life. Are 
you and I giving the Church the benefit 
of that spiritual uplift we received? Or 
are we passive, lukewarm, indifferent? 
The more we have received the more we 
owe to God and man. As Paul says, “I 
am a debtor both to the Greeks and to 
Barbarians.” We must pass on the good 


we have received. Plans are carefully, 


yea, prayerfully made. Now in the pow- 
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Tue SINGLE LapIES IN Our CHINA MIsSION. 


er of His Spirit, let us be up and doing, 
“with a heart for any fate.” God forbid 
that we should fail because of our indif- 
ference! ; 

At the Interior Synod we tasted anew 
the joys, privileges and blessings with 
which our lives are filled. The deep, un- 
utterable feelings that surged through 
our breasts at that preparation for com- 
munion. Can any of us fail to be better 
men and women after having been there? 
No, we dare not be indifferent after hav- 


ing seen the vision of God’s love for © 


man and our call to show it forth! The 
work of the Church should be more in- 
tensive, rather than extensive. When 
we have the former, the latter will fol- 
low as naturally as night follows day. 
The encouragement and support receiv- 
ed from the German congregations in the 
Middle West (where most of my time 
‘was spent), and the possibilities there, 
were truly gratifying and commendable. 

The crisis of our China Mission is at 
hand. Are you and I indifferent about 
it? Does Shenchowfu mean a dot on the 
map of China, or does it mean thousands 
of souls of men? God, who in His in- 
finite love and mercy has given us Chris- 
tian birth and training—have we a right 


to withhold it from those less fortunate 
ones, who look to us for the light? Oh! 
for a true vision of the cross! There 
you and I will find manna for our hun- 
gry souls and an answer to “What shall 
I do for others?” Yea, there we will 
renew our covenant of love to God and 
service for man. We will not hesitate 
to pray agonizingly—yea, give life—for 
the saving of the souls of men. Thus 
may we know and feel that in a very 
small measure we have tried to help ful- 
fill the mission of the Church. 

Friends, let us begin anew to-day to 
live the life of sacrifice for Him who 
loved us with such a burning love. May 
our prayers and aims be to save the souls 
of men. We dare not remain in a spir- 
itual lethargy. God grant each one of 
us such zeal and love. 

“Now unto Him that is able to do ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, unto Him be the glory in 
the Church and in Christ Jesus, unto all - 
generations forever and ever.’”’ Amen. 

Sincerely in His service, 
ANNA C. KANNE. 


P. S.—A Joyous and Blessed Xmas to 
one and all. 


Woman’s Missionary Society. 43 


INTER-CHURCH FEDERATION. 


What keeps the churches apart? 


Little things. Non-essentials. Minor 
concerns. Stumbling blocks which show 
that the Church is dragging its feet and 
not stepping off confidently on its way to 
definitely hoped-for goals. 

And yet, the “stumbling-blocks” look 
like mountains at points. The concerns 
are of such importance as to move many 
not only to despair of the churches ever 
coming together, but often to cherish no 
real desire that they should. Issues are not 
altogether unessential which prove such 
a practical barrier. Even little things are 
to be judged by their potency, and on that 
reckoning there are some very big things 
in the way of Church union, or even of 
a co-operation which touches vital issues. 

The upshot is that Church union or 
federation is not a matter for the theor- 
ists: it presents exceedingly practical 
problems. Practical issues keep the 
churches apart. Time honored traditions 
of the local community cannot be brushed 
aside with a flirt of the hand. Issues 
men have fought and bled and died for 
cannot be altogether forgotten and dis- 
regarded by their sons, however flippant 
they may be in pronouncing their for- 
bears old fogies. Division is intrenched 
in the property interests of the churches. 
It is the common verdict that all which 
keeps apart two conspicuous branches of 
the Church is immense vested property 
held by the smaller of the two. It is 
even said of another that only its pride 
in its missionary record finally makes it 
tenacious of its separate entity. These 
are all very stubborn facts against which 
paper schemes of Church union have 
very little chance of conquest. Call them 
little or unessential or minor as we may, 
the hindrances to the churches coming to- 
gether are intensely real and practical. 

What tends to bring churches to- 
gether? 

By the same token, something intense- 
ly real and practical. Big issues. Great 
essentials. Major considerations. And 
withal they must be intensely practical. 

The times supply precisely such issues. 
Because such concerns press so insistent- 


ly the question of the churches’ getting 
together will not down. All the insist- 
ence upon “human nature” in the 
churches ; different persons are born with 
tempermental tendencies toward this 
church or the other; each division of the 
Church has arisen to champion some po- 
tent truth worth perpetuating; the prec- 
ious legacies from the past cannot be 
lightly surrendered: none of these or 
similar considerations can stand finally 
against to-day’s practical issues which 
are forcing the churches to get together 
on common programs and more and more 
nearly into a common corporate life. 

Division incapacitates the Church for 
its task; the Church cannot do its work 
in the local community and in the nation 
on a competitive program; it fails unless 
its parts get together. That is all. Here 
is the plain issue. If this is not clear, 
then there is no conclusive argument for 
union or federation. If it is clear, then 
all the opposing obstacles must be dis- 
posed of, big or little, more or less essen- 
tial,—all must yield to this intensely prac- 
tical and altogether incontrovertible 1s- 
sue; the churches must get together to 
succeed at their task. 

The competitive program will not 
work: that is its complete condemnation. 
The conviction of this is what is driving 
home mission agencies to co-operative 
movements. There is no alternative. To- 
day’s life is so active and its activities so 
pervasive that no middle ground is left. 
Either competitive or co-operative, 
united effort is necessary. The neutral 
ground which once lay between the 
churches and furnished the tertium quid 
has disappeared under the intensity of 
to-day’s American life and the new and 
more vital interpretations of the Church’s 
mission. The churches must either con- 
flict with each other or work together. 

However construed the issue is work. 
Practical concerns are forcing the is- 
sue. As practical conditions have kept 
the churches apart, so great practical 
concerns are forcing them to come to- 
gether. Those bringing them together 
are greater than those keeping them 
apart, and the end is clear to the dis- 
cerning.—The Assembly Herald. 
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Miss GertrupE M. Cocan. 


One of the earnest workers in behalf 
of the Woman’s Missionary Society is 
Miss Gertrude M. Cogan, the faithful 
field Secretary of the W. H. and F. M. 
S. of General Synod. She has been a 
constant traveller in the interests of wo- 
man’s work, and has been untiring with 
pen and voice to arouse the Church to 
the need of this arm in her work. There 
are 170,000 women in the Reformed 
Church, and only twelve thousand are 
identified with the Woman’s Missionary 
Society. One of the special duties of 
Miss Cogan is to organize societies in 
congregations, and to establish a bond of 
co-operation among the various societies 
throughout the Church. MHer labors 
have not been in vain. A goodly number 
of new societies have been organized, and 
old societies have been revived. With 
the proper encouraging support in the 
future she will be in a position to ren- 
der a still greater service to the Church. 
She deserves the hearty sympathy and 
help of all who are desiring the growth 
of the missionary spirit in our Church. 
re | ee 


THE JUNIATA CLASSICAL MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


The twenty-second annual meeting of 
this society was held in Grace Reformed. 
Church, Altoona, Pa., on September 30, 
and October 1 and 2. Rev. A. C. Renoll, 
Ph. D., the pastor of Grace Church, de- 
livered a very cordial address of wel- 
come, to which the president, Rev. M. 
A. Kieffer, responded. The opening ser- 
vice was devoted to Home Missions. The 
speaker of the evening was Rev. C. E. 
Schaeffer, D. D., secretary of the Home: 
Mission Board, who made a splendid and. 
interesting address, emphasizing the im- 
portance of raising the Jubilee Fund of 
$500,000 for Church-building purposes. 
Rev. F. R. Lefevre, of Roaring Springs, 
Pa., was elected president for the ensu- 
ing year. After a few remarks by the 
president-elect, the society was dismissed. 
with the benediction. 

On Tuesday morning devotional ser-: 
vices were conducted by Rev. C. W. Le- 
van, DD. and Revs); W. Zearing?, The 
enrollment of delegates was then made, 
forty-six delegates and fifteen ministers 
being present. Reports from nineteen 
societies showed a total membership of 
1,043; total receipts during the year, 
$828.14; total disbursements, $893.91 ; 
five new societies organized since the last 
meeting. 

J. H. Poorman made a splendid and 
helpful address on “Mission Study Class. 
and the Missionary Enterprise.” A new 
feature was taken up this year, namely,. 
a practical demonstration of Mission 
Study Classes. Three; classes were: or 
ganized: “The Uplift of China,” taught 
by Mrs. J. G. Rupp, of Allentown, Pa. ; 
“The Challenge of the City,” taught by 
Mr. J. S. Wise, of Philadelphia, and 
“The Church in the Open Country,” 
taught by Mr. J. H. Poorman. There 
were three study periods of an hour each, 
and all delegates were enrolled in one 
of the classes. All found them very in- 
teresting and helpful. 

At the Tuesday afternoon session ad- 
dresses were delivered as follows: “The 
Seminary Student and Missions,’ by 
Rev. Edwin R. Hamme; “Church-Build- 
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ing Funds and the Jubilee Campaign,” 
by Rev. A. F. Nace; “The Station Plan 
and Specialization in Missions,” by Rev. 
D. E. Master; ‘““The Permanent Commit- 
tee on Missions,” by Rev. D. J. Ely. Dur- 
ing this session Miss Gertrude M. Cogan, 
field secretary of the Woman’s General 
Synodical Society, conducted a practical 
demonstration of Mission Band Work 
with about fifty members of the Junior 
Christian Endeavor Society of Grace 
Church. 

The devotional services on Tuesday 
evening were led by Rev. E. A. G. Her- 
man and Rev. E. M. Adair, Ph. D. Miss 
Lydia: A. Ejyadsay, a. teacher, in. the 
Miyagi Girls’ School at Sendai, Japan, 
delivered an address on “The Needs of 
Our Work in the Sunrise Kingdom.” 
Mr, J. S. Wise, treasurer of the Board 
of Home Missions, addressed the society 
on “The Work Our Home Board is Do- 
ing,’ making a plea for greater loyalty 
among our people. 

The closing session opened Wednesday 
morning with an hour’s mission study. 
The first topic of the morning was a 
paper read by Mrs. |.. W. Zehring,. on 
“Why Women Should Strive and Labor 
as Missionaries.” This was followed by 
two addresses, “Studying the Bible in 
Action,” by Mrs. J. G. Rupp, and “Meth- 
ods That Have Proven Most Successful 
in Woman’s Work,” by Miss Gertrude 
Cogan. 

After a business session, during which 
the various committees reported, the so- 
ciety adjourned with the benediction by 
the president. 

EpNA E. CANTNER, 
Recording Secretary. 


W. H. AND F. M. S. OF LEBANON 
CLASSIS. 


The Woman’s Missionary Society of 
Lebanon Classis met in semi-annual ses- 
sion in Trinity Reformed Church, Pal- 
myra, on November 2d. The three ses- 
sions held were very inspiring and help- 
ful. 

The president, in her remarks, urged 
all societies to pay per capita apportion- 
ments; that all congregational societies 


organize, as soon as possible, purely Wo- 
man’s Missionary Societies; that our 
Church literature, especially THE Ourt- 
LOOK OF Missions, be found in every 
family, and that a secretary of each de- 
partment be appointed in every local so- 
ciety. 

The secretary of Thank Offering 
Boxes reported seven societies using 
them, an increase of three since our 
spring meeting. 

An excellent report of the Eastern 
Synodical meeting at Bloomsburg was 
given by Mrs. Beekey and various items 
recommended were discussed. 

During the afternoon session a letter 
from Miss Weidner was read. Miss 
Charlotte Klick gave an interesting and 
able address on the subject “Is it Worth 
While?” Her remarks were brimful of 
inspiration and helpful thoughts. 

Rev. Edwin A. Beck addressed us at 
the evening session. He gave us some 
idea of the great work they are doing in 
China and the difficulties under which 
they are laboring, not the least being the 
money problem. How we did wish that 
instead of the few hundred dollars, we 
had thousands to give. 

Our collections during the day amount- 
ed to $12.40. 

Our next annual meeting will be held 
at Bethany Orphans’ Home. 

Mrs. G. W. STEIN, 
Reporter. 


W. H. AND F. M. S. OF GETTYSBURG 
CLASSIS. 


The Woman’s Missionary Society of 
Gettysburg Classis met in Emmanuel Re- 
formed Church, Abbottstown, Pa., on 
Thursday, November 14th. 

This organization is only a year and a 
half old, but is already very much en- 
couraged by the enthusiasm and interest 
taken by the delegates of the various 
congregations. Most of the charges of 
Gettysburg Classis were represented, and 
by the interest manifested we believe that 
all will finally become interested in this 
important work of the women. 

At the afternoon meeting devotional 
services were conducted by Rev. S. P. 
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Mauger, of Hanover. This meeting was 
given largely over to business, ending 
with a very interesting Round Table talk, 
led by Miss Gertrude M. Cogan, the field 
secretary. 

The evening meeting was in charge of 
the pastor, Rev. W. A. Korn, Ph. D. 

Rev. M. J. Roth, of Hanover, con- 
ducted the devotional services. 

Miss Cogan again addressed the meet- 
ing, and held the closest attention of the 
large audience present. She gave us 
very helpful information for our young 
society. 

The offering, which amounted to 
$22.05, was voted to the general work of 
the Society of General Synod. 

CaRRIE B. BIXLeER, 
Recording Secretary. 


FOREIGN NEEDS FOR HOME SUPPORT. 


(Here are a number of requests for 
help that our women may wish to heed 
and supply.—Allen R. Bartholomew, 
. Secretary. ) 

The one word that is writ in capital 
letters over the great Far East to-day is 
NEED. There is no end to the calls that 
reach the Board of Foreign Missions. 
What a relief it would be to our mission- 
aries on the field and the members of the 
Board if all these needs could be sup- 
plied! They could be, if there were al- 
ways a willing mind and a ready hand on 
the part of all our people. . 

The Christmas season is the one time 
in the year when the cry for help strikes 
a responsive chord in many hearts. 
While the members of our Church are 
thinking of the gifts they wish to give 
to their friends and loved unes, the Board 
of Foreign Missions would like to pre- 
sent some of the most urgent claims that 
have come to the attention of the mem- 
bers at their recent meeting. 


, ORPHANS. 

There are six orphans in the Sendai 
Christian Orphanage for whom our 
Church ought to funish support. It costs 
only twenty-five dollars annually to give 
these needy ones a Christian home and 


training. Who will provide one fimdred 
and fifty dollars for this worthy charity? 


ScIENCE BUILDING. 


Strong pressure has been brought to 
bear upon the Japan Mission by the Min- 
ister of Education to immediately pro- 
vide the Science Building for the Miyagi 
Girls’ School at Sendai. Since the wo- 
men of our Church have always been the 
willing supporters of this institution, it 
is but natural that the Board should re- 
fer this deserving object to them for their 
prompt action. It would be a magnificent 
act for any woman to contribute ten 
thousand dollars for a Science Building. 
No greater tribute could be paid to the 
cause of Christian education for women 
in Japan. 

KANDA CHURCH, TOKYO. 


For ten years, at least, this need has 
been before the Church. The longer we 
delay to meet it, the larger will be the 
amount required. All that the Board 
could do in response to the urgent action 
of the Mission, was to request our field 
secretary, Rev. Jacob G. Rupp, to chal- 
lenge and to secure from the Church the 
amount of fifteen thousand dollars 
needed for this purpose, It is, however, 
understood that the Mission is not to 
proceed with the purchase of the lot or 
the erection of the building until they 
are notified that the money is at hand. 


RESIDENCE FOR MISSIONARY MILLER. 


Rev. Henry K. Miller, of Tokyo, has 
written repeatedly in regard to the need 
of a missionary home. That this need 
exists, the Board fully appreciates, but 
we have had to make the same reply as 
in the case of the Kanda Church. 


AKITA. 


A church and a missionary residence 
are the urgent needs at this important 
center. The Mission asks for the loca- 
tion of a foreign missionary. We are 
fortunate in having the services of Rev. 
K. Tsuchida as evangelist, but he can- 
not do his best work without a church 
building. 

(Continued on page 48.) 
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Board of Home Missions 


General Secretary 
Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


District Superintendents 
Rev. A. C. Whitmer 
Rev. D. A. Souders, D. D. 
Rey. J. C. Horning 

Rev. G. D. Elliker 


President 
Rev. Charles E. Miller, D. D., LL. D. 


Vice-President 
Rev. Wm. C. Schaeffer, D. D. 


Secretary 
Rev. Paul S. Leinbach, D. D. 
Treasurer 
Joseph S. Wise 


Attorney for the Board 
C. M. Boush, Esq. 


Members of the Board. 
Rev. Charles E. Miller, D. D., LL.- D. 
Rev. Wm. C. Schaeffer, D. D. 
Rev. Paul S. Leinbach, D. D. 
Rev. I. C. Fisher, D. D. 

Rev. P. H. Dippell, D. D. 
Rev. J H. Mickley 

Rev G. D. Elliker 

Rev. E. R. Williard, D. D. 
Elder F. C. Brunhouse, Esq 
Elder Geo. W. Stein 

Elder C. M Boush, Esq. 

Elder P. H. Bridenbaugh 


Members of the Executive Committee 
Rev. Charles E. Miller, D. D)., LL. D. 
Rev. Wm. C. Schaeffer, D. D. 

Rev. Paul S. Leinbach, D. D. 
Rev. I. C. Fisher D. D. 
Elder F. C. Brunhouse, Esq. 


Board of Foreign Missions 


Organized 1838 
President 
Rev. James I. Good, D. D. 


Vice-President 
Rev. John H. Prugh, D. D. 


Secretary 
Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D. D 


Treasurer 
Dr. Joseph L. Lemberger 


Legal Adviser 
Elder John W. Appel, Esq. 


Medical Examiner 
Dr. Henry C. Welker 


Field Secretaries, Rev. Jacob G. Rupp, Allentown, Pa. 


Annual Meeting: First Tuesday in March. 


monthly except in July and August. 


Incorporated 1881 
Rev. Irvin W. Hendricks, D. D. 
Rev. Frederick Mayer, D. D. 
Rev. Charles E. Creitz, D. P 
Rev. Conrad Hassel 
Rev. Albert S. Bromer 
Elder David A. Miller 
Elder George F. Bareis 
Elder W. W. Anspach 
Elder Horace Ankeney 
Elder Murray Galt Motter, M. D. 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Rev. James I. Good, D. D. 
Rev. John H, Prugh, D. D. 
Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D. D. 
Rev. Albert S. Bromer 
Elder Joseph L. Lemberger, Ph.M. 
Elder Horace Ankeney 
Elder Murray Galt Motter, M. D. 


; Rev. Daniel Burghalter, Tiffin, O. 


Executive Committee Meetings are held 


W. H. and F. M. S. of General Synod 


President 


Mrs. W. R. Harris, 434 Biddle Avenue, 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Vice-Presidents 


Miss Mary C Remsburg, Iola, Kan. 
Mrs. B. F. Andrews, 280 West North Street, 
Akron, Ohio. 


Recording Secretary 


Miss Helen Bareis, Canal Winchester, Ohio. 


Corresponding Secretary 


Mrs. Emma R. Krammes, 
to4 Clinton Avenue, Tiffin, Ohio. 


Statistical Secretary 
Mrs. Anna IL. Miller, 319 N. Scott Street, 
South Bend, Ind. 
Treasurer 
Mrs. Lewis L. Anewalt, 814 Walnut Street, 
Allentown, Pa. 
Secretary of Literature 
Mrs. Kate Hale Gekeler, 2061 Broadway, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Field Secretary 
Miss Gertrude M. Cogan, Reformed Church 
Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Executive Committee consists of the 
officers. 


Headquarters, 


Fifteenth and Race Streets, Philadelphia, Pa. 


